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The article reviews a monograph under the name «Shang-
hai Cooperation Organization. Exploring new horizonsy,
written by an international team of authors edited by Doc-
tor of Law, Professor Marochkin S.Yu. and Doctor of Law,
Professor Bezborodov Yu.S. This international team con-
sists of 32 scientists: 2 researchers from India (A. Bava, K.
Dvivedi), 7 scientists from Kazakhstan (Zh. Busurmanov,
Zh. Iskakova, Zh. Kulzhabayeva, A. Oynarova, A. Ospano-
va, M. Sarsembayev, A. Khamzin), 3 analysts from China
(K. Meng, G. Nan, K. Tianbao), 2 experts from Kyrgyzstan
(A. Orozobekova, K. Ramankulov), 16 scientists from Rus-
sia (A. Abashidze, O. Arkhipova, Yu. Bezborodov, O. Bo-
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Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO). Justification by
the authors of the monograph of the possibility of combining
the potentials of the SCO and the EAEU gives it the status of a special book. Published
by the famous London publishing house, it is largely addressed to the Western reader:
that is why the authors sought to show the possibility of combining certain Eastern and
Western political views, which distinguishes the book from the general series of similar
books. The content of the book, in particular, is revealed through the analysis of the
development of the Eurasian space through regional cooperation, which can be carried
out by searching for new ways. The authors scrupulously investigate the roots and foun-
dations of the SCO. The analytical study of the formation and institutional development
of the SCO, the international legal framework and aspects of interaction between the
SCO member states contributes to the disclosure of the contents of the book. The book
pays considerable attention to the issues of cooperation in the field of security of the
SCO. The SCO member states consider the settlement of border conflicts and counter-
ing extremism to be important tasks of their organization, which is clearly reflected in
the pages of the peer-reviewed monograph. One of the interesting facets of the study
is the desire to bring together Western and Asian legal values in the perspective of the
SCO activities. The authors of the monograph offer rational ideas for the rapproche-
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ment of the positions of China and India in order to establish closer business and friend-
ly relations between them. The SCO is a unique international organization in its own
way, which, as it further develops and improves, could contribute to deepening trade
and economic cooperation between countries in the Asian and Eurasian space, could
more professionally resist terrorism in this space.

Keywords: Shanghai Cooperation Organization, security, counteraction to ex-
tremism, humanitarian cooperation, human rights, mutual trade, SCO platform, fight
against terrorism, legislation, mutual action.

Many books have been written about the SCO.! But this book differs primarily in
that it is written by the authors of the countries that are part of the SCO: this palette of
views makes the book more saturated, interesting, and meaningful.

The book consists of three parts.

The first chapter is devoted to the fundamentals of the functioning of the SCO. In
particular, the issues of institutional development of the SCO in the historical and legal
context, as well as cooperation in the field of security and countering extremism were
considered.

The authors note that, on the one hand, «the entry of India and Pakistan threatens
to exacerbate existing contradictions and transfer the conflict between these two states
to the SCO platform»; on the other hand, it presents «the potential for turning the SCO
into a platform for resolving these conflicts». The combination of such a challenge and
potential, of course, is an advantage for the SCO in ensuring regional security.

The authors also note that the SCO is «ineffective in relation to Afghanistan and
economic cooperationy», and believe that the reason for this is «the dependence of Cen-
tral Asian countries on Chinese credit». However, I think that the authors should have
explored the question of what role the SCO should play in ensuring security in Af-
ghanistan and how the dependence of the Central Asian countries affects the effective
functioning of the SCO and regional security.

Of particular note is the vision of the authors, according to which the membership
in the SCO of states with undeveloped democratic institutions affects lawmaking; in
particular, the law-making activity of the SCO is characterized as declarative and de-
monstrative. But despite this, the authors believe that the SCO remains an effective
platform for cooperation between the states of Eurasia.

Further, the authors note that in the second period of the development of the SCO
(since 2015), the member states interpret the strategic development of the organization
in different ways. Thus, if China and the countries of Central Asia proceed from the fact
that the SCO should form a common position on security issues, then Russia interprets

'Ianxaiickasi OpraHu3auMsi COTPYAHMYECTBA: B3aMMOJEHCTBHE BO WMs pasButusi. M: HMHcturyT
Hansrero Bocroka PAH, 2006. — 246 c.; [llanxarickasi opraHu3anysi COTpy/JHUUECTBA: K HOBbIM py6exkam
pazsutusi / Coct.: A.P. Knmumenko. M.: Muctutryt Hansaero Bocroka, 2008. — 400 c.; I'mobanuzauust
M WHTErpalyoHHbIe TIpouecchl B Asmarcko-Tnxookeanckom pervone. IIpaBoBoe M 9KOHOMHMYECKOE
uccienoBanue: MoHorpagust / VHCTUTYT 3aKOHOMATENbCTBA M CPaBHUTENILHOTO TPAaBOBEACHUS MpU
[Ipasurensctee P®; pen. T.A. Xadpuesa. M.: UHOPA-M, 2017. - 332 c.; [lepcnekTHBbI MHOTOCTOPOHHETO
corpyauanuectBa IOC ¢ MexkayHapOIHBIMY CTPYKTYPaMK B MHTEpecax pa3BuTus cTparerni Oprannsanyn.
M.: UuctutyT JansHero Boctoka PAH, 2019. — 344 c.; CorpynHauuectBo Poccun u Kurtast B uHTepecax
obecreyennst 6e3omacHocTy reonoautudeckoro npoctpanctsa IIOC: npo6nems! u nepcnekTussbl / OTB.
pen.- coctasutensb H0.B. Kymnnes. M.: Uactutyt [Jansrero Bocroka PAH, 2021. — 176 c.
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strategic development according to the «NATO» model (p. 47). In this regard, Russia
promoted the merger of the SCO and the CSTO, but this vision did not receive support
from China and the Central Asian states. In connection with this, the authors believe
that the SCO will develop within the framework of consensus and forum formats. Nev-
ertheless, it would be useful for researchers to get the authors’ perspective on the possi-
ble positive and negative aspects of both of the above models of the SCO development.

According to the authors, there are also different approaches to interpreting the
concept of countering extremism. This, in turn, manifests itself in various violations
of human rights and freedoms. However, the authors do not detail what human rights
violations they are talking about, and do not disclose the relationship between the pro-
tection of human rights and the fight against extremism. The authors also note that the
provision exacerbates the imperfection of national legislation in terms of defining the
concepts of «terrorismy, «extremism» and «violent extremismy. In this regard, the au-
thors recommend finalizing the key provisions of the SCO concept, including through
the development of a new convention on countering extremism.

The part of this book is called «Building a Basis: Roots and Grounds» which «offers
an overview and characteristics of the initial foundations in building the Organization,
although these foundations are also considered by the authors from the point of view of
development and possible prospects» (p. 5).

The second chapter is devoted to the issues of convergence of Western and Asian
legal values in the perspective of the SCO, humanitarian cooperation, convergence of
labor legislation, and interaction between the SCO and the EAEU.

The authors note that « Western civilization dominates the developing countries of
the SCO region. Asian countries usually perceive this as political pressure and a desire
to subjugate». However, such a conclusion would be more justified if it were supple-
mented with alternative statistical data and the results of sociological research. As a
response step of «Western civilization», the authors propose to adopt the «Eurasian
Declaration of Human and Peoples’ Rights within the framework of the SCO in order
to reflect their specificity». At the same time, it would be relevant to determine the
conceptual difference in approaches to fundamental human rights inherent in the SCO
countries, in the light of the fact that all SCO member states are parties to the ICCPR
(except China, which has signed the ICCPR but not ratified). Moreover, this skepticism
is confirmed in subsection 7 of section 2, where the authors note that the SCO countries
are characterized by «civilizational diversity and the absence of common unifying val-
ues» and the SCO «has failed to develop its own identity and create common valuesy.

One should agree with the opinion of the authors, according to which «not all an-
nounced projects in the humanitarian sphere have reached the stage of implementation»
and «coordination between countries remains insufficiently developed, and governance
structures are either absent or too weak». In addition, plans to create a unified Shanghai
Higher Education Area have also not materialized. In this regard, we should also agree
that ratification of the most important ILO conventions, improvement of living condi-
tions, improvement of working conditions, expansion of labor rights and guarantees
could become recommended measures.

Finally, the third chapter is devoted to the prospects and new horizons of the SCO.
The authors rightly noted the low volume of trade between some SCO member coun-
tries, and not all countries are able to expand mutual trade. In this regard, according to
the authors, such an objective reason leads to the fact that cooperation in the economic
sphere «in the near future will continue to be carried out on a bilateral basis, and the
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SCO has a long way to go to implement multilateral cooperation». We should agree
that building new approaches to providing an efficient logistics infrastructure in the
interests of all SCO member states is an important issue.

On the SCO’s agenda is the question of the possibilities of convergence of the labor
legislation of the member states of this international organization: this would allow the
exchange of labor, would positively contribute to the solution of labor migration is-
sues. The authors raised the question of the possibilities of implementing international
legal forms of interaction between the SCO and the EAEU. Today, with geopolitical
complications, the importance of economic cooperation within the SCO is increasing.
The SCO’s transport and logistics assistance to the states of the Central Asian region
would be another means of strengthening economic cooperation within the SCO. All
this implies the improvement of the legal mechanism of SCO energy cooperation. En-
vironmental protection is a challenge for the SCO: it seems that the early introduction
of electric and hydrogen vehicles on the roads of the SCO member states could signifi-
cantly ensure the cleanliness of the environment.

Of particular note and support is the position that the SCO should be reformed by
moving from focusing exclusively on security to an agenda that will focus on economic
development and trade.

The SCO’s organizational and legal mechanism and the ability of 2 large SCO mem-
ber states, Russia and China, make it possible to optimally regulate the relationship
between India and Pakistan: «The predominance of this or that vector in many ways
will depend on the tactics adopted by the leading actors in the Organization (China and
Russia), as well as on the behavior of other members» (p. 20).

In continuation of the analysis of this situation, it should be said that the potential
of the SCO has shown that Russia and China can, within the framework of this inter-
national organization, settle the difficult relations between India and Pakistan that have
entered as members of SCO: «The accession of India and Pakistan as full members
gave the SCO “a pronounced transcontinental character and strengthened its position
in the international arena”. 19 territorial and other differences between India with both
China and Pakistan (Abbasi, 2015; Mohd and Zulafqa, 2020) should not create barriers
to dialogue within the SCO. The experience of Russia and China being in the SCO is
becoming an example of how it is possible and necessary to regulate existing differ-
ences, which allows to enter a strategic partnership. Russia and China saw the future
of the SCO differently: China advocated the regional development of the Organization;
Russia supported a more global vision. This meant that Russia considered it necessary
to expand the SCO membership. The CA states have shown interest in both regional-
ization and globalization» (p. 30).

We draw the reader’s attention to what Iran represents for the SCO and the SCO
member countries of Central Asia: Iran is «a key player in the global energy sector, and
a bridge for the landlocked CA states is interesting and useful for the SCO». «There-
fore, the task is to obtain the status of an SCO member by Iran, which is still in the
status of an observer state» (p. 32). But now from September 2021 Iran is a permanent
member of the SCO.

Multilateral energy cooperation is of great importance for States: this would provide
tangible assistance to the state, which, for various reasons, was left without electricity.
This is what was meant when the authors of this book analyzed this issue: «Although
member states have signed several multilateral or bilateral agreements on energy coop-
eration and development, a comprehensive legal mechanism for energy cooperation is
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far from being instituted. Given the absence of such an effective legal mechanism safe-
guarding energy cooperation and the divergent energy interests among SCO members,
energy cooperation within the framework of the SCO would continue to be carried
out bilaterally soon and there is a long way for the SCO to realize multilateral energy
cooperation» (p. 177).

Careful reading of the monograph allows the reader to take a critical look at the
SCO from the inside and to know its potential. The book is addressed to researchers
and practitioners — lawyers, economists, political scientists, sociologists, all those who
are interested in issues of regional integration and the SCO.

A. Aosuianyasl, PhD, assistant professor, M.C. HapikoaeB atbingarsl KA3T'IOY
YHuBepcUTETIHIH XaJbIKapaiblK KYKBIK Oargapiamansid aupektopsl (Hyp-
Cyaran, Ka3zakcran): Kitanka moay: lllanxai pIHTBIMAKTACTBIK YWbIMbI. 2KaHa
KOKXKHUeKTepHi 3eprrey / xkayantsl pegakropiap Mapoukun C., be3ooponos 10.
Jongon: Routledge Taylor & Francis, 2022. — 262 Ger.

Makanaga xanbIKapaJblK, aBTOPJIAP Y>KbIMbIHBIH, 3.F.]1., Tpodeccop Mapoukun C.1O.
>KoHe 3.r.J1., npoceccop bezdoponoB 10.C. pegakuusicbiIMeH >Ka3raH MOHOIPAagUsIChI
«lllanxair  bIaThIMakTacThIK YilbiMbl. 2KaHa KOKXKMEKTEp[l 3epTTey» aTbIMEH
peueHsusinanabl. byl XanbIKapanbIK Y>KbIMHbIH KypaMbIHa 32 rajibIM Kipefi: Y H[ICTaHHaH
2 zeprreyun (A. basa, K. J1suBenn), Ka3zakcrannan 7 ranbim (K. Byceipmanos, XK.
blckakoBa, K. Kymkabaesa, A. OitHapoBa, A. OcnanoBa, M. CopcembaeB, A. Xam3uH),
Kerraifnan 3 ananutuk (K. Menr, I'. Han, K. Tusn6ao), Kpiprbi3cTaHHan 2 capaniiibl
(A. Opo3zo6ekoBa, K. PamankyioB), Peceiinen 16 ranbim (A. Adammpaze, O. Apxunosa,
I0. Bbe36opopos, O. BorateipeBa, A. Uykpees, E. I'manyn, M. Jlarytuna, T. Jly3una,
C. MapoukuHn, K. JIsa6ax, E. Muxaiinenko, O. Ilopmnesa, C. PazunkoB, A. ConHues,
O. Bunnnuenko, JI. 3aiiueBa), ©30eKcTaHHbIH 2 3epTTeyiui-okiai (A. MyxaMe:kaHoB,
M. PaxumoB). Byn kitan [laHxafl BIHTBIMAKTACTBIK YHbIMbl KbI3METIHIH TapUXH,
KYKBIKTBIK, 9KOHOMUKAJIBIK, >KoHE casicu macenesiepiHe apHamraH. [IBIY men EADO
oneyeTiH OIpiKTIpy MYMKIH/ITIHIH HEri3/IeMecl OFaH epeklle KiTan MopTebeciH Oepei.
JIoH/IOHHBIH, o¥rini Oacnachl LIbIFAPFaH, OJ1 OATHICTHIK OKbIPMaHFa KOl KeHLI Oesefi:
COHJIBIKTAH aBTOPJIAP LIBIFBIC XXoHE OaThbIC CasiCU KO3KapacTapbIHbIH, Oip-0ipiHEe KOChLTY
MYMKIHJITH KOPCETYIe ThIPbICThI, OYJI KITaNThl YKCAC KiTanTap/blH >KaJbl KATAPbIHAH
epekueneiai. KitanTblH Ma3MyHbl aiiMakTbIK bIHTBIMAKTACTBIK, apKblibl Eypa3usiibik
KEHICTIKTIH JaMybIH TaJllay MEH >XaHa >KOJIapibl 13IEyMEH, aran alTKaHia, >Ky3ere
achIpblIybl apkacbiHja aubiiagbl. Apropiaap UIBIY-HbIH KypbUlybl MEH HET131H MYKUSIT
3eprrered. KitanTbiH Ma3myHbIH atnyra [IIBIY-HbIH KanbinTacybl MEH MHCTUTY IUMOHAIJIBIK,
[aMYbIH, XJIbIKAPAJbIK KYKbIKTBIK 0a3aHbl xkoHe LIbIY-ra my1iie MmemnekeTTepiiH e3apa
1C-KMMBbIJT aCNEKTLIEPIH aHATMTUKAIBIK 3epTTey biknan erefi. Kitanta HIbIY kayincizairi
cajachIHfIarbl bIHTBIMAKTACTBIK MacesenepiHe ken KeHin Oesineni. LIbIY-ra myiue
MEMJIEKETTEP LIEKAPANIbIK KAKThIFbICTAP/Ibl PETTEY MEH IKCTPEMU3MIE€ KAPChI 1C-KUMbUIIbI
63 YIbIM/IaPbIHbIH MaHbI3/Ibl MIHJIETTEPI1 JIEN CaHai/Ibl, OyJ pelieH3UsJIaHFaH MOHOTrpadust
OeTTepiH/ie ©31HIH HAKTbHI KOPIHICIH TanThbl. 3€PTTEY/I1H KbI3bIKThI KbIpJapbiHbIH 01pi LIBIY
KbI3METIHIH NMEePCHEeKTUBACBIHJArbl 0aThIC XXOHE A3USJIbIK KYKBIKTBIK KYHAbUIBIKTAP/bI
>KaKbIHACTBIPYFa YMTbIIbIC Oosbil TaObuIabl. MoHorpacusi aBTopsapbl OJNapJbIH
apachlH/a ThIbI3 ICKEPIIK >KOHE JOCTBIK KapbIM-KATbIHAC OpHATY MakcaTbiHga Kpitait
MeH YH/IICTAHHBIH YCTAHbIMJAPbIH >KaKbIHAACTBIPY/IbIH, YThIM/Ibl UIESJIAPbIH YChIHA/bI.
IIBIY e3iHiH ofiaH 9pi JamMybl MEH XKeTinyiHe Kapail A3usi, Eypasusi KeHicTirinperi enjep
apachbIHJarbl Cay/a-3KOHOMUKANBIK, bIHTBIMAKTACTHIKTbI TEPEHAECTYre >KOPJAEM/IECETIH,
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OCbl KEHICTIKTErl TEPPOPU3MIe HEFYpJIbIM KociOu Type Kapchl Typa anaTbiH Oiperei
XaJIbIKApaJbIK YbIM.

Oxpipmanra MoHorpacust IIbIY-ra iK1 >karbIHaH CbIHM KO3KapacleH Kapayra >KoHe
OHBIH 9JIeyeTiH O11yre My MKIiHAiK 6epei. KiTan FbulbIMU KbI3METKEPJIEP MEH 3aHI€pJIEPTe,
9KOHOMMUCTEPIe, CasiCaTTaHyIIbUIAPFa, 9JIEyMETTaHyIbLIAPFA, OHIPJIIK MHTErpaLys KoHe
HIBIY macenenepine KbI3bIFYIIbLIbIK TAHBITKAHAPFA APHAJIA/IBI.

Tipex co30ep: llanxaii blumvimakmacmolx Yiiblmbl, Kayincizoix, sKcmpemuamee
Kapcol iC-KUMbLA, 2YMAHUMAPABIK, bIHMbIMAKMACMbIK, A0aM KYKbIKMapbl, 63apa cayod,
UIBIY naamepopmacot, meppopuamee Kapcol Kypec, 3ayHamMa, 63apa ic-KUMbl.

A. Abébinanyabl, PhD, assistant professor, nupekTop nporpamMmbl MeXAyHAPO/-
Horo npasa YHuBepcuteta KA3I'HOY um. M.C. Hapuxo6aea (Hyp-Cyaran, Ka-
3axctaH): Peuen3us na kuury: llanxaiickasi opranusamust corpygHuudectsa. Uc-
cJieqoBaHue HOBBIX FOpPU30HTOB / 0TB. pel. Mapoukun C., be3ooponos ). Jlonaon:
Routledge Taylor & Francis, 2022. — 262 c.

Peuensupyercst moHorpacusi noji HazBanueM «lllanxaiickasi opranuzanusi cOTpya-
HuuecTBa. Mccnenyst HOBble TOPU3OHTBI», HAMMMCAHHAS MEXKAYHAPOJAHBIM KOJUIEKTUBOM
aBTOPOB TOJI pefakuueil /1.10.H., npogeccopa Mapoukuna C.IO0. u j.10.H., npodeccopa
Bbesoopoposa 10.C.. B cocTaB 3TOro MeXXyHapOJHOTO KOJIJIEKTUBA BXOAAT 32 yuYeHbIX:
2 uccnenoatens u3 Uunum (A. basa, K. [IBuBequ), 7 yuenbix u3 Kazaxcrana (K. By-
cypmanos, XK. Mckakosa, XK. Kymkabaesa, A. OitHapoBa, A. OcnanoBa, M. Capcem0a-
eB, A. Xam3uH), 3 anamutuka u3 Kuras (K. Menr, I'. Han, K. Tusn6ao0), 2 skcnepra u3
Kbiprecrana (A. Opo3obekosa, K. PamankyioB), 16 yuenbix ot Poccun (A. AGammpise,
O. Apxunosa, 0. be36oponos, O. borateipeBa, A. Uykpees, E. I'nagyn, M. Jlarytu-
Ha, T. Jly3una, C. MapoukuH, K. JIs6ax, E. Muxaitnenko, O. ITopunesa, C. Pa3uHkos,
A. CosHues, O. Bunanuenko, J1. 3aitueBa), 2 uccaegoBaTessi — NPeCTABUTENST Y 30€KU-
craHa (A. MyxamemxkanoB, M. PaxumoB). KHura nocpsiiiieHa ICTOpUYECKUM, IPABOBbIM,
9KOHOMMYECKUM U TIOJIMTUYECKUM BorpocaM ¢yHkumonupoBanus Llanxaiickoil opranu-
3auuu cotpypHuuectBa (IIIOC). OOocHoBaHME aBTOpaMu BO3MOXKHOCTU OOBEIMHEHUS
noreduuanos IIOC u EASC npupaet et cratyc oco6eHHoi Khuru. M3nanHas n3BecTHbIM
JIOHJIOHCKUM W3[]aTeIbCTBOM, OHA B 3HAUUTEJLHON Mepe oOpallieHa K 3arnaJHOMy YuTaTe-
JIIO: IO3TOMY aBTOPbI CTPEMUJIUCH MOKA3aTh BO3MOXKHOCTb COEJIMHEHUSI T€X WM MHBIX
BOCTOYHBIX M 3aMaJHbIX MOJUTUYECKUX B3IJISJIOB, UTO BbIJIENSIET KHUTY U3 OOILEro psija
nojo6HbIX KHUr. Cofiep>kaHue KHUTU PACKPbIBAETCS, B YACTHOCTH, Oaroapsi aHaIu3y
Pa3BUTHUSI €BPA3UIICKOTO MPOCTPAHCTBA Yepe3 PErMOHAILHOE COTPYIHUYECTBO, KOTOPOE
MOKET ObITh OCYILECTBJICHO MOMCKOM HOBBIX MyTel. ABTOPBI JOCTATOYHO CKPYIYJIE3HO
uccnenytoT KopHu u ocHoBaHus LIIOC. PackpbiTuto cofiep>kaHusi KHUTU COfIENICTBYET aHa-
JUTUYECKast MpopaboTKa hOpMUPOBAHUS U MHCTUTYLIMOHANbHOTO pa3utus IIOC, mexk-
JIyHapOJTHO-NPABOBBIX OCHOB M aCMeKTOB B3auMofieiicTBust rocyfaapcts-uieHoB LIOC. B
KHUTE YyJIeJSIeTCsl 3HAaUMTEIbHOe BHUMAaHUE BOMPOCAM COTPY/IHMYECTBA B 00sacTu 6e30-
nacHoctu IIIOC. N'ocynapctBa-unensl HIOC cumTaroT BasKHLIMU 33/jJadaMu CBOEN opra-
HM3ALMHU yPEryJIMPOBaHUE MOrPAHUYHBIX KOH(IIMKTOB U MPOTUBOJICHICTBUE IKCTPEMUZMY ,
YTO HAIIJIO CBOE YeTKOE OTPAKeHUE Ha CTPaHMLAX pelieH3upyemoi MoHorpacgun. OpHon
U3 UHTEPECHBIX TpaHell UCCIeIOBaHuUS SIBJISIETCS CTpeMIIeHUe CONMM3UTh 3anajjHble U a3u-
aTCKUe MPaBOBbIe LIEHHOCTH B nepcnekTuse JiesiteabHocTu IIIOC. ABTopbl MOHOTrpacdun
NpeyiaraoT palyoHalbHble e conmvkenus no3uuuii Kuras u MHpuu B uensix ycra-
HOBJIEHUs1 00Jiee TECHBIX JIEJIOBbIX U IPY>KECTBEHHbIX OTHOILIeHU mexay Humu. [IIOC
M0-CBOEMY — YHUKAJIbHAsI MEXK/IyHAPOJIHAsI OpraHu3aliys, KOTopast o Mepe CBOEro /1allb-
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