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Abstract

The following study analyzes the hydropolitics between Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan through
official and media discourses during the four cases spanning the period of 2010-2023. The issue
of water resources in Central Asia is highly relevant due to the growing challenges of climate
change, poor water management, increasing population, and lack of cooperation in the water
sector. The study examines the interesting water relations and power dynamics between
downstream Kazakhstan and upstream Kyrgyzstan.

The paper uses a qualitative research approach based on discourse analysis. The analysis
reveals common narratives of “agriculture-as-a-main-concern” and “good-relations” used in both
discourses. Firstly, showing that the main water issue in hydropolitics between Kazakhstan and
Kyrgyzstan is agriculture, framing water being used only for irrigation purposes. Secondly,
despite the tensions on the water basis, states attempt to avoid politicization of the water and
maintain good relations with each other. Moreover, the study shows non-state-centered
characteristics of Kazakh-Kyrgyz hydropolitics, incorporating the role of individuals; local
citizens. As well as shows the wide range of non-water related issues, such as agriculture, food
security, economic interactions, border issues and social discontent. Additionally, the study
reveals the power dynamics through hydropolitics, showing that Kyrgyzstan uses water as a

leverage, while Kazakhstan imposes the border restrictions to pressure Kyrgyzstan.
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Introduction

The Central Asian (CA) region has complex water dynamics between upstream
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan and downstream Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan. The
region’s two main rivers — the Syr Darya and the Amu Darya — form the foundation of the
region’s water resources (see Appendix A). Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan share the Shu and Talas
Rivers, which originate from the Syr Darya river. This paper aims to analyze hydropolitics
between Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan, which has increasing relevance due to the pressing issue of
water shortage and the potential for water conflicts in the region, exacerbated by climate change.
Hydropolitics, or water politics refers to interactions between states on transboundary water
resources (The Geneva Water Hub, 2021). The central research question of the paper is: How
was hydropolitics manifested through official and media discourses of Kazakhstan and
Kyrgyzstan in the period of 2010-2023?

Kazakhstan, a downstream country rich in natural resources, importantly in terms of
hydrocarbons and uranium, is largely characterized by desert and semi-desert arid regions with
an uneven distribution of its water resources (Ministry of Energy, 2016). Consequently,
Kazakhstan is heavily dependent on water resources from its neighbors. The country has
approximately 100 km? surface water resources, with 56 km? generated within its own territory
and the remaining 44 km?® sourced from transboundary rivers shared with China, Russia,
Kyrgyzstan, and Uzbekistan (Tumenev, 2009). In the southern part of the country, where the
Shu-Talas river basin is located, regular irrigation is well used for the growth of water-intensive
crops such as rice, beets, and cotton. This creates an issue of intensive and non-rational
development of irrigated agriculture that consumes 70-90% of all water supply. Other problems

in Kazakhstan’s water sector, such as old infrastructure, equipment wear, and technical problems,



have led to decreased water quality, problems with access to clean drinking water, pollution,
salinization of irrigated areas, and the rapid development of desertification processes (Tumeneyv,
2009).

In contrast, Kyrgyzstan, is an upstream, mountainous, with water resources almost entirely
formed within its own territory (Water Resources Service, 2022). However, it lacks energy
sources, has a smaller economy, and less territory compared to Kazakhstan. According to the
Water Resources Service (n.d.), four percent of Kyrgyzstan’s territory is covered with glaciers,
which are the main source of water in the region. Consequently, Kyrgyzstan contains 45% of all
Central Asian glaciers, contributing to 40% of the water supply in the region and 60% in
Tajikistan (Tologonov, 2022). As in Kazakhstan, approximately 90% of Kyrgyzstan’s water is
consumed for agriculture, with the remainder allocated to industry and the population (Water
Resources Service, n.d.). Tologonov (2022) identifies the main water-related problems in
Kyrgyzstan as irrigation issues, the impact of climate change, poor infrastructure, inadequate
management, and weak regional cooperation. These common issues highlight the shared
challenges between Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan in the water sector.

Nevertheless, even having similar problems in the water sector, countries have different
viewpoints on water resources. Kazakh official discourse presents water scarcity and pollution as
the main water threats, emphasizing that water resources are a common regional property. In
contrast, water-rich Kyrgyzstan compared to its downstream neighbors does not have vast
amounts of hydrocarbons such as oil and gas. Therefore, the Kyrgyz state actively promotes the
discourse of water resources as a national asset or treasure that can be sold as a commodity, a
narrative that has developed since the collapse of the USSR and treats water as a resource of

economic value (Kraak, 2012).



The motivation for this study was understanding of the pressing issues of climate change
and potential water crises that may affect regional and national security and stability, as well as
last year’s drought in Zhambyl in Kazakhstan. However, this study has several limitations typical
of undergraduate research, such as restricted access to comprehensive sources, particularly those
in Kyrgyz, due to limited availability of Internet resources and databases, use of sources only in
Russian, time constraints and the limited scope of an undergraduate study. Importantly, there is
an imbalance in the knowledge of the two countries, having a better understanding of the Kazakh
context, there is a lack in comprehensive exploration of Kyrgyz official discourses. Methodology
of the study is qualitative type research with use of discourse analysis. Resources were obtained
from the open access on Kazakh and Kyrgyz governmental and media sites in Russian. For the
discourse analysis part, sources in Russian in Bibliography were romanized according to the
Library of Congress’s romanization table for coherent citation. Additionally, the term “oblast”
was used to refer to the specific administrative regions in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan to ensure
precise geographical identification. The  results show  that  states  use
“agriculture-as-a-main-concern”, “good-relations” narratives. Additionally, Kazakh-Kyrgyz
hydropolitics shows a different range of non-water related issues, as well as reveals the power
dynamics between Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan.

This study is organized as follows. First, a literature review will offer a brief overview of
existing research on hydropolitics in Central Asia, focusing on the dynamics between
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan. Second, the methodology section will outline the research design
and data collection of this study. Third, the discussion part will focus on four case studies that

explore the manifestation of hydropolitics through official and media discourses. Finally, the



conclusion will shortly summarize the key findings and suggest potential directions for future

research.

1. Literature review
This chapter offers a literature review in three broad topic areas: water issues in the Central
Asian region, bilateral water regulations between Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan, and the discourse

on water in Central Asia.

1.1. Water issues in Central Asia

This subsection of literature review covers the common issues in the region’s water sector
from the Soviet era to the present. Water relations between Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan have
their roots in the Soviet period, when the central government established a water-energy nexus,
dividing water and energy resources (coal, gas, fuels) between states during summer-winter
periods according to exchange agreements (Kraak, 2012). This arrangement is reflected in the
1983 agreements that divided the Shu-Talas water resources during the vegetation period.
However, this water-energy nexus ended after the dissolution of the USSR, as market reforms led
to the discontinuation of exchange of water-energy between Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan.
Moreover, since the disintegration of the Soviet Union, both states have reported that water
management in Central Asia has deteriorated, indicating that they have struggled to agree on
satisfying mutual needs under current conditions. Kraak (2012) characterizes the post-Soviet
situation by noting that domestic river basins became international in the CA region. However,

although the Soviet approach to water management in the region aimed to serve people (Kraak,



2012; Zinzani & Menga, 2017), it led to ecological disasters like the Aral Sea catastrophe due to
excessive water usage for agriculture. Thus, it can be argued that neither during the Soviet period
nor in the present time have the Central Asian governments been able to develop and implement
efficient and thoughtful measures and regulations for water resources.

Nowadays, poor water management, old infrastructure, high levels of corruption, and lack
of coordination in water policies are common issues both domestically and regionally. Many
scholars (Berndtsson et al., 2022; Medetov et al., 2018; Karatayev et al., 2017) agree that poor
and “dysfunctional” water management undermines efforts to improve water policies,
distribution, and irrigation. These issues may be the legacy of Soviet water policies combined
with the outdated Soviet infrastructure. Meanwhile, international funding does not directly
improve the situation due to corruption and bureaucratic obstacles within the Central Asian states
(Berndtsson et al., 2022). At the local level, bureaucracy and public distrust in regulatory
frameworks further hinders the process (Wegerich et al., 2015).

Additionally, the lack of trust (Karatayev et al., 2017) and competition (Pohl et al., 2017)
over water resources contribute to inefficient usage between downstream and upstream countries.
The increasing level of competition may lead to regional conflicts over water (Pohl et al., 2017).
Zakhirova (2013) attributes this to the power asymmetry in the region, where differing economic
conditions create uneven positions between countries. Moreover, Zhupankhan et al. (2017) argue
the autocratic nature of Central Asian regimes interferes with regional cooperation, as Central
Asian leaders mostly focus on maintaining their power. Dalbaeva (2018) supports this by
highlighting the politicization of water, even creating a situation of weaponizing water.

Another issue is the lack of proper mechanisms for policy implementation in existing

interstate cooperation (Medetov et al., 2018). Domestically, there is a weak regulatory



framework, as even Kazakhstan’s Water Code itself is “poorly framed” (Medetov et al., 2018).
Climate change and increasing population pressures further complicate water management (Pohl
et al., 2017; Karatayev et al., 2017; Zhupankhan, 2017 et al). Nevertheless, the absence of
coordinated water policies between states, poor water management, and old Soviet infrastructure
still remain the main challenges. Besides, competition, distrust, and prioritization of national
interests lead to inefficient water usage between downstream and upstream countries. In other
words, most scholars agree on the need for regional cooperation and a more proactive approach
to address water issues, a need that is also evident in the hydropolitics between Kazakhstan and

Kyrgyzstan.

1.2. Bilateral water regulation

The subsection gives a brief overview of the bilateral legal framework between
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan regarding water relations. Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan regulate their
water relations through the Agreement on the Use of Water Management Facilities for Interstate
Use on the Chu and Talas Rivers, signed on January 21, 2000, in Astana. President Tokayev has
praised this agreement as exemplary for other states (Akorda, 2021). Tumenov (2009) agrees,
noting that Shu-Talas agreement is considered a successful example of water negotiations,
emphasizing water quality, regional bodies, and the responsibilities of each party.

The legal basis for water resource allocation between the two countries is rooted in
regulations signed in 1983. The Regulation on the Division of Flow in the Talas River allocates
50% of water resources to each state, managed by the Kirov reservoir (Polozhenie o delenii stoka
v r. Talas, 1983). The Regulation on the Division of Flow in the Chu River allocates 42% of

water resources to the Kazakh side and 58% to the Kyrgyz side, managed by Orto-Tokoy
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reservoir (Polozhenie o delenii stoka r».Chu, 1983). The Bilateral Commission on the Use of
Water Resources structures for Interstate Use, operational since 2006, oversees the management
of the Shu and Talas rivers (Respublika Kazakhstan, n.d.). The overall interstate management
body in Central Asia overseeing water resources is the Interstate Coordination Water
Commission (ICWC), with executive bodies for the “Amu Darya” and “Syr Darya” Basins Water
Management Associations. These frameworks demonstrate the bilateral and regional measures to

regulate water resources following the countries’ independence.

1.3. Discourse on water in Central Asia

As mentioned above, common problems in the water sector have been analyzed by scholars for
some time. However, there are fewer scholarly studies that examine how these water issues are
framed by official and media discourse. This subsection reviews existing scholarship regarding
the discourse on water in Central Asia.

A literature review on the analysis of discourse by Central Asian states on water reveals a
limited amount of such works. Dharmaputra (2018) discusses the low level of cooperation in
Central Asia regarding the water issues through an analysis of the discourse of Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan. As shown in this case study, Kazakhstan tends to securitize water resource problems
in its official discourse, while Uzbekistan shifts focus to infrastructure development and tourism.
This indicates that water is differently depicted even among downstream countries, reflecting
different national interests in water resources of the CA region. In another example, Kraak
(2012) discusses differing approaches between upstream Kyrgyzstan and downstream
Uzbekistan on the Syr Darya river. Kyrgyzstan attempts to distance itself from the past Soviet

discourse of viewing water as a common resource, instead claiming that water has economic
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values and should be charged for. Meanwhile, Uzbekistan, whose GDP relies on the production
of cotton and rice, maintains in its discourse that water is a common good, viewing Kyrgyzstan’s
attempts to charge for water as “greedy” behavior (Kraak, 2012). Given that Kazakhstan is also a
downstream country, this paper reveals similar dynamics between Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan.
Moreover, Zinzani & Menga (2017) discuss the power gap between Kazakhstan and
Kyrgyzstan in the water sector, favoring Kazakhstan, which uses bargaining and material power
that result in uneven water distribution. Overall, there is little research specifically focusing on
Central Asian hydropolitics through discourse analysis. Therefore, this study aims to contribute
to existing scholarship on water relations between Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan through discourse

analysis.

2. Conceptual framework

As water relations between Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan are the main focus of this study,
the conceptual framework of hydropolitics is well-suited for the analysis. The hydropolitics does
not have a common, unified and established definition, as it emerged in the late 20th century,
mixing politics, geography, and sociology (Geneva Water Hub, 2021). However, given the
importance of water resources and increasing ecological issues, hydropolitics has become a
highly relevant field today. As mentioned earlier, hydropolitics refers to water politics, implying
interactions between states over transboundary water resources. The Geneva Water Hub (2021)
states that most scholars agree that hydropolitics is inherently transboundary, requiring
interactions between state and non-state actors. Furthermore, it is widely accepted that
hydropolitics is not solely state-centered, as non-state actors, including international

organizations and individuals, also play significant roles (Turton & Henwood, 2002; Geneva
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Water Hub, 2021). Turton & Henwood (2002) emphasize that hydropolitics operates on multiple
scales, affecting individuals locally and extending to international and interstate levels.
Hydropolitics also encompasses a range of issues beyond water, including connections to food
security, ecosystems, and gender, highlighting its interdisciplinary nature (Turton & Henwood,
2002). In this study, I demonstrate that water issues between Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan impact
both populations through agriculture and influence bilateral relations at the state level.

The range of issues in hydropolitics between Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan raises problems
of water scarcity, agriculture sector, water pollution, and ecology. Moreover, De Stefano et al.
(2017) argue that factors such as water allocation and availability, climate change, the level of
democracy, transboundary water agreements and treaties, relationship between
downstream-upstream countries, and trade can lead to tensions in hydropolitics. According to
their study, Central Asia has a high risk of water-related armed conflicts, particularly in the Syr
Darya and Amu Darya basins and the Fergana Valley). This highlights the acute relevance of
studying hydropolitics between the CA states, such as Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan. Notably,
Ezbakhe & Bréthaut (2021), in their analysis of the Rogun dam dispute between Uzbekistan and
Tajikistan on the Amu Darya river basin, concluded that hydropolitics is displayed through
material constructions (e.g., the Rogun dam) and institutional forms (e.g., agreements,
memoranda, international organizations).

Despite this, Bréthaut et al. (2022) assert that hydropolitics still remains politics that
includes information, data, treaties, institutions and any other interstate actions and agreements
on water basins. This also includes alternative data, such as discourse, to understand how
hydropolitics is constructed and practiced between states and interconnected with non-water

interactions. Bréthaut et al. (2022) also discuss that hydropolitics can imply that transboundary
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water resources may be both sources of conflict and cooperation, influenced by riparian states’
construction of water dams and other water diversions. Most importantly, they claim that
discourse in hydropolitics reveals power relations over transboundary water resources. This idea
is particularly applicable to Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan, where water relations are affected by
power dynamics.

Therefore, this study aims to examine the power interplays between Kazakhstan and
Kyrgyzstan through discourse on transboundary water issues concerning the Shu and Talas
rivers. The concept of hydropolitics is thus applicable for analyzing the water issues between
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan, especially given the interdependent nature of water resources in the

Central Asian region.

3. Methodology

Research design of the paper is discourse analysis of Kazakh and Kyrgyz officials and media
discourse of four water issues during 2010-2023. The four cases were chosen as major water
tension events that show the wide range of issues of hydropolitics. The object of analysis is the
Kazakh and Kyrgyz official state and media discourse. Discourse represents an approach on
analysis of how the social world is constructed through language (Holzscheiter, 2013).
Therefore, in the case of Kazakh-Kyrgyz hydropolitics, discourse analysis explores how water
relations are being constructed and framed by the language. The paper is the case study case of
hydropolitics in CA by exploring Kazakh-Kyrgyz bilateral relations in four concrete events in the
period of 2010-2023, in order to understand the problem of transboundary rivers and how
discourse shapes the water issues period. The countries were chosen in order to investigate water

dynamics of downstream and upstream states. The research has a qualitative type of
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methodology, collecting and analyzing non-numerical data. For data collection primary and
secondary data were used that could be obtained through Internet based research through open
access. Data was collected from government official sites, government agencies statements and
commentaries, Kazakh and Kyrgyz media, articles on news sites, official interviews and
press-conferences.

The period of 2010-2023 was chosen as it represents the main crisis period between states
that vary water issues of micro, medium and big scale range. It also shows the change, if any, and
continuity of official discourse regarding transboundary rivers. Moreover, periods present
different global, region, domestic and political changes and challenges. The start from 2010 was
chosen as it shows the development of news and government portals on the Internet, allowing
access to a large number of media and official statements on the topic of water resources. While
ending with 2023, the paper covers the recent big scale transboundary water issue in Kazakhstan

that resulted in a large amount of discourse.

4. Discourse analysis
4.1. Background information

Before starting the discourse analysis, it is important to provide the concrete technical
information of water facilities of the two states for better navigation. Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan
share the transboundary Shu River, which supplies Kazakhstan’s Zhambyl and Turkestan oblasts;
Kyrgyzstan’s Naryn, Issyk-Kul and Chui oblasts; and Talas river, which flows through
Kazakhsyan’s Zhambyl and Turkestan oblasts, as well as Kyrgyzstan’s Talas oblast. In
Kazakhstan, water is stored in the Tasotkel reservoir (with a design filling capacity of 620

million m®) and the Teris-Ashchybulak reservoir (159 million m?), both located in Zhambyl
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oblast. Despite these reservoirs, Zhambyl oblast is 80% dependent on the water supplied from
Kyrgyzstan, leading the Kazakh government to frequently raise the issue of constructing
additional small and medium-scale reservoirs in the oblast (Vishnichenko, 2024).

On the Kyrgyz side, water is stored and supplied to Kazakhstan from the Toktogul
reservoir (11 billion m?), the largest in the country and the entire region, located near Bishkek
(Water Resources Service, 2022). This reservoir is used for both irrigation and energy purposes,
as it houses the Toktogul hydroelectric station. Other significant water storage facilities are the
Kirov reservoir (550 million m?) near Taraz city and the Orto-Tokoy Reservoir (470 million m?)
near Issyk-Kul lake (CA Water Info, n.d.) (see Appendix B).

The analysis of Kazakh official discourse reveals that the Kazakh official discourse
identifies water deficit, problems with access to and quality of drinking water, and rising
ecological issues as the main concerns for the state’s water security. However, as discussed
further in the paper, the discourse of Kazakh-Kyrgyz hydropolitics, particularly in the agrarian
Zhambyl oblast, rather shows that agriculture is the primary concern. This is evident through the
dominant “agriculture-as-a-main-concern” narrative present in all four cases from both sides.
Another common narrative visible in both states’ discourses is that of brotherly/good-neighbor
relations, emphasizing that despite tensions over water, both states tend to secure bilateral
relations due their mutual understanding of their mutual interdependence. Other distinctive
narratives on both sides are autonomy of citizens, ecology, technical/material, water dependency,

adherence to commitments, and power dynamics.
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4.2.2010: Border closing after the Revolution

The first case highlights the agricultural and technical/material narratives used in both
Kazakh and Kyrgyz discourses. It illustrates the power dynamics between Kazakhstan and
Kyrgyzstan, revealing that Kyrgyzstan, as an upstream riparian country, leverages its
advantageous position by using water to pressure Kazakhstan.

In April 2010, following the second revolution in Kyrgyzstan that led to the resignation of
Bakiyev and the establishment of Otunbayeva’s provisional government, Kazakhstan closed its
border with Kyrgyzstan on April 7th to prevent the spread of social unrest (Kosenov, 2010). The
border closure lasted for over 40 days, resulting in significant economic losses and even fatalities
in Kyrgyzstan (Bukeeva, 2010). In response, Kyrgyzstan stopped water supply to Kazakhstan,
justifying it as necessary repair procedures, to pressure Kazakhstan into reopening the border,
however (Bekeeva, 2010; Podacha vody, 2010; Moskovka, 2010). As a result, some border
checkpoints were reopened within a few days (Moskovka, 2010).

Kazakh media widely used the agricultural as a concern narrative, emphasizing that the
water supplied from Kyrgyzstan was mainly for irrigation, or “soda ona noausa” (Kosenov,
2010; Podacha vody, 2010; Bukeeva, 2010; Bekeeva, 2010). Through this narrative, Kazakh
discourse focused on the damage to crops caused by the interruption of the water supply
(Bukeeva, 2010). The media listed specific types of harvests that could be damaged by the water
shortage (Kosenov, 2010), creating an image that Kyrgyzstan’s actions in stopping the water
supply were harming agriculture, and, consequently, the food security of Kazakhstan. This also
shows how hydropolitics is interconnected to non-water issues, such as agriculture. Moreover,
Kazakh official and media discourses framed the water as being used solely for irrigation,

thereby avoiding discussions on the impact of water on infrastructure and socio-economic
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factors. This narrative adopted a blaming tone, claiming that Kyrgyzstan stopped the water
supply without any prior warnings (Kosenov, 2010; Podacha vody, 2010; Bekeeva, 2010). In
contrast, Kyrgyz official discourse describes the closure of borders by Kazakhstan after the
Revolution as a blockade (Moskovka, 2010).

Another interesting aspect seen in the discourses of both states is the display of
hydropolitics through material constructions, as pointed out by Ezbakhe & Bréthaut (2021). For
instance, by providing technical details to the public and explaining in the media that water is
supplied and discharged from the Kirov reservoir located on the Kyrgyz side, the frequent
mentions emphasize the location of these facilities, implying Kyrgyz control over these
resources. At the same time, the detailed explanation of technical aspects serves another
function: by offering more technical detail to the public, both sides aim to provide accurate
information to depoliticise the issue (Podacha vody, 2010).

In contrast, Kyrgyz media shortly described the situation, referring to and retelling the
Kazakh media’s accounts (Aalyev, 2010). Kyrgyz official discourse, however, emphasized a
narrative of good-neighborliness and positive relationship with Kazakhstan. President Otunbaeva
described the relationship with Kazakhstan as “close and brotherly” and “traditionally good”
(Moskovka, 2010). This also revealed a power dynamics between the two states: “We are
grateful to the government of Kazakhstan, President Nursultan Nazarbayev, for making such a
strong-willed political decision to open three border checkpoints out of the existing eight” (masr
bnacooapnvl npasumenvcmey Kazaxcmana, npesuoenmy Hypcynmany HA3APBAEBY 3a mo,
umo ObLIO NPUHAMO MAKOe 80Jle60e NOAUMUYEecKoe peuleHue 00 OMKpPbIMUuY mpex NponyCcKHbIX
nocpanuyHvlx nyHkmos uz cywecmeyrowux socomu) (Moskovka, 2010). The narrative of good

relationship was also reflected through Kyrgyz officials’ agreement with the discourse of Kazakh
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officials (Moskovka, 2010) regarding the closure of the border for security reasons (Kosenov,
2010). Hence, it could be seen that Kyrgyz official discourse was trying to avoid potential
conflicts arising from the stoppage of the water supply by focusing on a positive relationship
with Kazakhstan.

This 2010 case illustrates the interesting power dynamics in Kazakh-Kyrgyz hydropolitics.
When Kazakhstan used border restrictions to express concern and possibly discontent with
political changes in neighboring Kyrgyzstan, the latter used water as a tool to pressure
Kazakhstan to reopen the border. However, official Bishkek was also very cautious regarding
Kazakhstan, as evident in its narrative that emphasized good neighborliness, which implies the

power gap between the two.

4.3.2013: Border delimitation and demarcation issue

This case also uses previously discussed “agriculture-as-a-main-concern” and
“good-neighborliness” narratives but introduces a unique element by incorporating the narrative
of citizen autonomy in water relations. In this instance, water was stopped by Kyrgyz villagers in
Kok-Sai near the border with Kazakhstan. On July 7, 2013, these citizens blocked the interstate
water utility “Bystrotok”, justifying their actions by alleging that Kyrgyz government had
illegally transferred land to Kazakhstan. Among their social and political demands, the villagers
called for the return of the land to Kyrgyzstan and for the border to be determined by the
riverbed. The situation created tensions between the governments, involving diplomatic missions
and even the prime ministers. As a result, the water supply was resumed after ten days, on July

17.
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As in the first case, the agriculture-as-a-concern narrative was widely used in both Kazakh
official and media discourses, focusing on irrigation water and potential damage to the harvest
(Kosenov, 2013; V Kyrgyzstane, 2013; Lakhanuly, 2013; Glavy Pravitel'stv, 2013; SROCHNO:
V, 2013). Additionally, the Kazakh official stance, represented by the Kazakh Embassy in
Kyrgyzstan, used this narrative to securitize the situation, claiming that the stoppage of water
supply not only damaged Kazakh crops but also affected Kyrgyz villagers located downstream
from the channel (SROCHNO: V, 2013). By using these narratives, the Kazakh side raised food
and agriculture security issues, revealing the broad range of concerns inherent in hydropolitics.

Moreover, Kazakh official discourse employed the narrative of adherence to commitments
and good-neighborliness to signal to the Kyrgyz side the discontent and the necessity to resolve
the issue. The Kazakh Embassy in Kyrgyzstan stated that: “the current situation at the interstate
water utility “Bystrotok” does not correspond to the spirit of the Treaty of Eternal Friendship ...
dated April 8, 1997, as well as the Treaty on Allied Relations ... dated December 25, 2003.”
(SROCHNO: V, 2013). By referring to specific agreements and describing the water stoppage as
the “current situation”, Kazakh officials tried to maintain a neutral tone while conveying their
concerns. Additionally, the Kazakh official discourse described the actions of the Kyrgyz
villagers as “illegal” (SROCHNO: V, 2013), using a blaming tone and emphasizing that these
actions contradicted existing agreements on water resources between the two countries.

As a result of the conflict, Kazakh officials began to use the narrative of achieving water
independence from Kyrgyzstan by reconstructing the channel to bypass the Kyrgys section (RK
perestroit, 2013). Moreover, this case presented another unique feature: Kazakh officials openly
acknowledged using border restrictions as a way to pressure Kyrgyzstan in water relations. They

stated: “We were ready to take tough and adequate measures, including restricting the import and
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transit of goods through our territory” (Mer 6viiu 2omoevl npunsme dcecmrue adeKeamHuvle
Mepbl, 8NI0Mb 00 0PAHUYEHUs 6603d U MPAH3UMA MOBapos uepe3 Hauy meppumoputo) (RK
perestroit, 2013).

However, a different and new narrative emerged in both Kazakh and Kyrgyz discourses:
the autonomy of citizens in managing water resources, a concept not used in other cases. Firstly,
it shows how hydropolitics is influenced not only by the state but also by individuals, in this
case, ordinary citizens. This highlights that water politics can be driven by citizens who can
affect water and even border relations between states. Secondly, this case shows how
hydropolitics includes issues not related but interconnected with water, such as border
delimitation and demarcation. Kazakh media discourse used the narrative of the autonomy of
Kyrgyz villagers to shift focus by blaming the citizens, not the government, while also framing
the Kyrgyz government’s inability to resolve the issue. Kazakh media claimed that: “The
government of Kyrgyzstan cannot force local residents to open water to Kazakhstan”
(IIpasumenvcmeo Kvipevizcmana ne Moxicem 3acmasuns MECHHbIX Jcumenetl OmKpbims 600 8
Kazaxcman) (Kosenov, 2013). Meanwhile, Kyrgyz discourse used this narrative to shift
responsibility for stopping the water to the villagers rather than solving the underlying problems
that led to this tension (Niyazova, 2013). Notably, both Kazakh and Kyrgyz discourses used a
common blaming tone towards the citizens of Kok-Sai for stopping the water supply (Kosenov,
2013; Niyazova, 2013; RK perestroit, 2013; Vybornova, 2013; SROCHNO: V, 2013; Gruzdov,
2013). The unified stance of the two states can be explained by the highly sensitive political
context of the situation: the implementation of the border settlement results. Both governments
were keen to avoid any challenges to these results. Importantly, the Kyrgyz side needed to

demonstrate its commitment and adherence to the newly established border agreements.
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Nonetheless, as this case has demonstrated, issues not always directly related to water may
significantly influence hydropolitics. Moreover, ordinary people may also play a role in these
dynamics. acknowledges the influence of social and domestic factors affecting water relations.
Therefore, these aspects cannot be ignored if efficient water politics are to be achieved between

states.

4.4.2017: Personal quarrel between Nazarbayev and Atambayev

The third case shows how personal relations between heads of states can affect hydropolitics.
The quarrel between Kazakh president Nazarbayev and Kyrgyz president Atambayev in 2017
began when Nazarbayev met with Kyrgyz presidential candidate Omurbek Babanov, a
businessman with close ties to Kazakh business, during the election race in Kyrgyzstan. This
meeting was perceived as favoritism towards a specific candidate, prompting Atambayev to
accuse Nazarbayev of interfering in Kyrgyzstan’s internal affairs. Atambayev’s criticism
escalated, leading Kazakhstan to impose administrative barriers and border restrictions, which
some claimed were revenge for Atambayev’s statements. The strained relations resulted in an
exchange of harsh diplomatic notes and statements between official representatives (Bishkek
“nedoumevaet”, 2017), and finally led to threats from Atambayev to cut off the water supply
along the Shu and Talas Rivers, reminding of the 2010 case (Aibek kyzy, 2017).

This case highlights power dynamics and the narrative of water dependence. It is
significant as it shows a shift in Kyrgyz discourse, openly admitting the use of water as leverage
and viewing Kazakh border restrictions as a blockade. Atambayev admitted that Kyrgyzstan uses
water to pressure Kazakhstan: “When I turned off the water for two days, they immediately

reopened the borders. There are 2.5 months left until spring” (Koeoa s na 2 ous evipyoun 600y -
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cpazy omkpuliu epanuysl. [lo eechvl ocmanocs 2,5 mecaya) (Press-konferentsiia, 2017). He also
described the border closure as a “blockade”: “Kazakhstan put us under blockade”, “these six
years are two blockades (referring to 2010 case)” (Press-konferentsiia, 2017). This created a
Kyrgyz narrative of Kazakhstan’s water dependency.

In response, Kazakh discourse emphasized water as a shared resource and adherence to
commitments. Both Kazakh media and official discourses used a narrative of water being a
shared resource (O sbrose, 2017): “There is no provision for water to be sold” (Hem makozco
noaodicenus, umoobwl 600y npooasanu.), ‘“We share the water, there is no charge for it” (Mor derum
600y, Huxaxou niamul 3a Hee nem) (O sbrose, 2017). To support this narrative, both media and
official sources referred to the Agreements of 1983, 2001 and international agreements on use of
transboundary rivers, thereby reinforcing the adherence to the commitments narrative (Ministr
Myrzakhmetov, 2017; O sbrose, 2017). This demonstrates the continuity of Kazakh discourse
treating water as a common regional priority.

While Kyrgyz discourse used a narrative of uneven distribution of water (Podolskaya,
2017; Beishenbek kyzy, 2017), claiming that “Almost 90 percent of its volume is spent on the
needs of Kazakhstan” (Iloumu 90 npoyenmog eco obvema mpamumcs Ha HyxcOovl Kazaxcmana)
(Kostenko, 2017), it also highlighted Kazakhstan’s water dependency (Kostenko, 2017). This
shows that Kyrgyzstan recognizes Kazakhstan’s dependence on water and uses this leverage to
pressure Kazakhstan, revealing an interesting power dynamic where not only Kazakhstan can put
pressure on smaller Kyrgyzstan.

Additionally, Kazakh and Kyrgyz media tended to politicize the quarrel involving water
resources (Kostenko, 2017; Podolskaya, 2017; Beishenbek kyzy, 2017; Mamashuly, 2017).

Although official representatives from both sides abstained from open confrontation, they
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claimed that the worsened Kazakh-Kyrgyz relations, repairs at the Kirov reservoir, and border
restrictions were not connected (O sbrose, 2017; Kostenko, 2017). Nevertheless, a subtle
narrative of good relations and neighborliness remained visible even through the tense relations.
Kazakh officials (O sbrose, 2017) claimed that water from the Kirov reservoir would be released
gradually: “They will drain gradually, they are not enemies” (Cnycxamo onu 6ydym nocmenenHo,
He epaecu dice) (Kazakhstan gotov, 2017), emphasizing that despite the tension and personal
quarrels, maintaining good relations between the states is a priority.

Notably, both Kazakh and Kyrgyz discourses in this case used a third-party narrative by
referring to external parties. Kazakh officials acknowledged “some dependence” (Ministr
Myrzakhmetov, 2017) on water resources supplied from Kyrgyzstan, but at the same time
highlighted Uzbekistan’s dependence on water supplied from Kyrgyzstan as well: “then this will
also affect the interests of Uzbekistan” (mo smo 3amponem makoice u unmepecor Y36exucmana)
(Ministr Myrzakhmetov, 2017). On the other hand, the Kyrgyz official discourse refers to another
party, Russia. As Atambayev stated: “I recently spoke with my friend, President of Great Russia
Putin. I said, if you need this, the EAEU, then you can no longer calmly watch as it falls apart.”
(A nedasno pazeosapusan co ceoum oOpyeom, npezudenmom Benuxoui Poccuu Ilymuwnvim. A
ckazan, ecau eam 3mo Haoo, EADC, mo eam bonvue Henv3s HaAbI00amsb CHOKOUHO, KAK €20
paszeanusarom) (Press-konferentsiia, 2017). He also emphasized that resolving the conflict
between Astana and Bishkek was needed for Russia. This shows that in the hydropolitics
between Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan, both discourses attempted to use power dynamics by
involving other states, suggesting that some hydropolitical conflicts can have broader regional

implications. Additionally, Atambayev’s statements demonstrate how hydropolitics intersects
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with non-water related issues, such as economic interactions within the Eurasian Economic

Union.

4.5. 2023: Zhambyl Drought

During the recent drought period in summer in 2023, both Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan
experienced water scarcity due to high temperature that affected the agricultural sector and led to
economic cost. In July, during unusually high temperatures in the southern agrarian region, the
Kazakh Ministry of Agriculture signed an agreement with Kyrgyzstan to increase water supply,
in order to save the harvest. These measures could lead to water shortage in August as it was
warned by Kyrgyz side. According to Kazakh officials, these measures saved about 99% of the
harvest (Informatsiia k, 2023) and were required to not lose the greater amount of harvest in July.
As a result, drought in Zhamby] oblast in August started, leading to crop loss, social discontent, a
state of emergency, resulting in Kazakhstan imposing border restrictions to Kyrgyzstan. This
case resulted in a great amount of discourse from both sides, using usual agriculture, good
relations, adherence to commitments, water dependency of Kazakhstan narratives but also in the
first time ecology and water shortage narratives. While overall, Kazakh discourse had a blaming
tone towards Kyrgyzstan accusing it for the water shortage, Kyrgyz side had a justifying tone in
response to accusations. Kazakh discourse used “agriculture-as-a-main-concern” narrative, to
create a blaming tone towards Kyrgyzstan in Kazakh media (Isabekova, 2023; Bassarova, 2023;
Ulitin, 2023; Yampolskaya, 2023; Bolysbek, 2023). While both Kazakh and Kyrgyz media
tended to connect the water shortage and border restrictions (Bassarova, 2023; Tokaev poruchil,
2023), in contrast Kazakh and Kyrgyz officials were trying to avoid politicization of the water

shortage.
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Both Kazakh and Kyrgyz officials were using the “agriculture-as-a-main-concern”
narrative combined with the water shortage narrative. Official discourse described it through
words choice: “low water” (manosoodwve) and “low water inflow” (nuskas npumounocms) (Kak
raspredeliaetsia, 2023; V Kazakhstane, 2023; Informatsiia k, 2023; V Minsel'khoze, 2023).
Kazakh media, describing the water shortage, used highly emotional language: “acute water
shortage”, “critical water situation”, “serious shortage of irrigation water”, “actually does not
receive a drop from the neighboring republic” (Bassarova, 2023; Voda iz, 2023; Ulitin, 2023).
While the official Kazakhs discourse was also implying the fault of Kyrgyzstan in the water
shortage in Zhambyl oblast (O vodokhoziaistvennoi, 2023).

Kyrgyz official discourse, beside emphasizing that the Kazakh side knew the possible
consequences of overusing the limit in July, also used the water shortage narrative: “but there is
no water. If there was, we would give it. We also need a lot of water, but if there is no water,
what should we do now?” (ro 600b1 oce Hem. Bvina Ovl - mbl 661 danu. Ham moowce mnoz2o 600wt
HA0o0, HO eciu Hem 600bl, umo menepsb deramsv?) (Kak raspredeliaetsia, 2023). That discourse
was used to show the effect of hydropolitics on agriculture and food security, resulting in social
discontent. While, Kazakh official discourse had a more reserved tone, admitting to signing the
document in order to lower the tension between two states on a water basis (Zhambylskim
fermeram, 2023). Kyrgyz discourse was also focusing on “agriculture-as-a-main-concern”
narrative in reference to Kyrgyz farmers suffering from the water shortage as well (Pochemu
Kyrgyzstan, 2023). Moreover, officials and media emphasized that Kyrgyz side fulfilled its
commitments referring to the agreement that was signed in July (Kak raspredeliaetsia, 2023), in
response to blaming tone and social discontent that was spread in Kazakh media space. Notable

Kyrgyz discourse also have a narrative of water being giving to Kazakhstan: “There is no
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drainage of water to Kazakhstan, we do not drain it” (nuxakoeo ciusa 6oovt 6 Kasaxcman nem,
Mol ee He ciusaem) (I1z Orto-Tokoiskogo, 2023). This is the result of long-lasting social discontent
of Kyrgyz villagers which themselves experience water shortage during the vegetation period, so
they suspect water given for free to Kazakhstan (Titova & Tokoeva, 2021). Therefore, it shows
that the hydropolitics discourse also covers domestic issues of the state, targeting a domestic
audience. The subsequent closing of the Kazakh border was discussed by Kyrgyz side as a
blockade and resulted in Kyrgyz media to connect the water and border issues (Kyrgyzskii
akademik, 2023).

Notably, in this case both sides started to use the ecology narrative (Prodavat’ ili, 2023;
Informatsiia k, 2023; Iz-za nekhvatki, 2023) to show how global warming could be the reason for
the water shortage and possible tension between states on water resources. The ecology narrative
was further visible in the annual address to the nation by Tokayev, reflecting the Kazakh official
discourse in water security (Tokayev, 2023). Moreover, the drought resulted in creation of a new
Ministry of Water Resources and Irrigation (Tokayev, 2023). It shows that hydropolitics in the
recent ecological crisis is now being interconnected to global warming. Despite the tension with
water and borders, the overall narrative of good-neighborhood and brotherhood is still visible
even in this drought period (Glava gosudarstva, 2023).

Thus, the case shows the effect of climate change on hydropolitics between states, that led
to the drought period. While also showing the way of Kazakhstan to use border restrictions to
“punish” Kyrgyzstan for water shortage. This represents the power dynamics of their bilateral

relations.
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Conclusion

In the conclusion could be seen that the discourse analysis shows that hydropolitics of
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan is closely related to agriculture. This also shows that hydropolitics
raises non-water related issues such as food security, economic consequences, border issues and
social discontent. Kazakh-Kyrgyz hydropolitics is also characterized by a non-centred approach,
as a local population, as in the second case of 2013, plays a significant role in water relations of
states. As well as personal relations of officials, as in 2017 case, may also affect the hydropolitics
between states. Additionally the cases showed an increase in issues of climate change that results
in water shortage and drought through using “ecology narrative”.

Moreover, the analysis showed the way power interplay between states though the
hydropolitics. States tend to use their geographical positions and resources as a leverage to
pressure each other in critical situations. It shows that it is not only Kazakhstan, being a more
powerful state, is using its geographical location and dependency of Kyrgyzstan from the border
of Kazakhstan, to put the administrative barrier as leverage to pressure Kyrgyzstan, or “punish”
it. But also relatively smaller Kyrgyzstan uses its water resources and dependency of
downstream Kazakhstan from transboundary rivers, to pressure it to open the borders. This leads
to the politicization of water resources affecting hydropolitics between states. Therefore, the
analysis shows the clear lack of cooperation between states but rather the competition through
“agriculture-as-a-main-concern” narrative for the water resources.

Most importantly these crises show lack of regulations or interstate bodies to resolve water
issues between Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan. Despite four crises in 13 years, from micro to macro
conflicts on the water basis still not a crisis mitigation framework or interstate body were

created. However, the increasing global climate challenges (global warming, glaciers melting,
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pollution) will worsen the situation and threaten stability in the region, lead to more severe crises
with water shortage and even escalate into military conflict between Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan.

Thus, perspectives for further research could be developing a deeper investigation of the
Kyrgyz water discourse through library research, as well as extending the study to Uzbekistan,

another downstream country.



29

Bibliography

Aalyev, A. (2010, May 21). Kazakhstan nameren snizit' zavisimost' svoikh iuzhnykh regionov ot
polivnoi vody Kyrgyzstana [Kazakhstan intends to reduce the dependence of its southern
regions on irrigation water from Kyrgyzstan]. 24kg.

https://24 kg/archive/ru/news-stall/74540-kazaxstan-nameren-snizit-zavisimost-svoix-yuzh

nyx.html/

Aalyev, A. (2010, May 20). Kyrgyzstan vozobnovil podachu vody na iug Kazakhstana
[Kyrgyzstan resumed water supply to the south of Kazakhstan]. 24kg.

https://24.kg/archive/ru/news-stall/74442-kyrgyzstan-vozobnovil-podachu-vody-na-yug.ht

E

Aalyev, A. (2010, May 19). Kyrgyzstan perekryl podachu polivnoi vody v Kazakhstan
[Kyrgyzstan  stopped  irrigation  water  supply to  Kazakhstan].  24kg.

https://24.kg/archive/ru/news-stall/74418-kvrgyzstan-perekryl-podachu-polivnoj-vody-v.ht

E

Aibek kyzy, A. (2017, November 20). Atambaev: Dostatochno otklyuchit’ Kazakhstanu vodu na
dva dnya... [Atambayev: It's Enough to Cut off Water to Kazakhstan for Two Days...].

Vestikg.

https://vesti.ke/politika/item/4885 1 -atambaev-dostatochno-otklyuchit-kazahstanu-vodu-na-

dva-dnya.html

Akorda. (2021, March 2). The Presidents of Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan held a joint media

briefing. https://www.akorda.Kazakhstan

/ru/prezidenty-kazahstana-i-kyregvyzstana-proveli-sovmestnyy-brifing-dlya-smi-923754



https://24.kg/archive/ru/news-stall/74540-kazaxstan-nameren-snizit-zavisimost-svoix-yuzhnyx.html/
https://24.kg/archive/ru/news-stall/74540-kazaxstan-nameren-snizit-zavisimost-svoix-yuzhnyx.html/
https://24.kg/archive/ru/news-stall/74442-kyrgyzstan-vozobnovil-podachu-vody-na-yug.html/
https://24.kg/archive/ru/news-stall/74442-kyrgyzstan-vozobnovil-podachu-vody-na-yug.html/
https://24.kg/archive/ru/news-stall/74418-kyrgyzstan-perekryl-podachu-polivnoj-vody-v.html/
https://24.kg/archive/ru/news-stall/74418-kyrgyzstan-perekryl-podachu-polivnoj-vody-v.html/
https://vesti.kg/politika/item/48851-atambaev-dostatochno-otklyuchit-kazahstanu-vodu-na-dva-dnya.html
https://vesti.kg/politika/item/48851-atambaev-dostatochno-otklyuchit-kazahstanu-vodu-na-dva-dnya.html
https://www.akorda.kz/ru/prezidenty-kazahstana-i-kyrgyzstana-proveli-sovmestnyy-brifing-dlya-smi-923754
https://www.akorda.kz/ru/prezidenty-kazahstana-i-kyrgyzstana-proveli-sovmestnyy-brifing-dlya-smi-923754

30

Akunova G.Ch. Features of Water Diplomacy in Central Asia. Post-Soviet Issues. 2021,8(2).

https://doi.org/10.24975/2313-8920-2021-8-2-229-241

Albrecht, T. R., Varady, R. G., Zuniga-Teran, A. A., Gerlak, A. K., Routson De Grenade, R.,
Lutz-Ley, A., ... Willems, B. (2018). Unraveling transboundary water security in the arid
Americas. Water International, 1(39). doi:10.1080/02508060.2018.1541583

Atoyants, P. (2017, February 20). MID RK zhdet raz'iasneniy ot kyrgyzskoy storony v sviazi s
vyskazyvaniem Atambaeva [Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan
awaits clarification from the Kyrgyz side regarding Atambayev's statement]. Tengri News.
https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan_news/mid-rk-jdet-razyyasneniy-kyirgyizskoy-storonyi-sv

vazi-312631/

Bassarova, O. (2023, August 23). V probe na granitse Kazakhstana i Kyrgyzstana stoiat 600
gruzovikov. Eto sviazyvaiut s «vodnym voprosomy» mezhdu stranami [600 trucks are stuck
in traffic at the Kazakhstan-Kyrgyzstan border. This is linked to the “water issue” between

the countries]. Kursiv. https://kz.kursiv.media/2023-08-23/Isbs-probkazkyrvod/

Bassarova, O. (2023, August 11). V Zhambulskoi oblasti kriticheskaia situatsiia s vodoi dlia
poliva. Kyrgyzstan prakticheski perekryl reku Talas [In the Zhambyl region, there is a
critical situation with irrigation water. Kyrgyzstan has almost completely blocked the Talas
River]. Kursiv. https://kz.kursiv.media/2023-08-11/Isbs-vodadeficitt/

Bekeeva, A. (2010, May 19). Kyrgyzstan ob"iasniaet prekrashchenie podachi polivnoi vody v
Kazakhstan remontom na vodohranilishche [Kyrgyzstan explains the cessation of irrigation
water supply to Kazakhstan by repairs at the reservoir] KazTAG.

https://kaztag.kz/ru/news/kyrgyzstan-obyasnyaet-prekrashchenie-podachi-polivnoy-vody-v

-kazakhstan-remontom-na-vodokhranilishche


https://doi.org/10.24975/2313-8920-2021-8-2-229-241
https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan_news/mid-rk-jdet-razyyasneniy-kyirgyizskoy-storonyi-svyazi-312631/
https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan_news/mid-rk-jdet-razyyasneniy-kyirgyizskoy-storonyi-svyazi-312631/
https://kz.kursiv.media/2023-08-23/lsbs-probkazkyrvod/
https://kz.kursiv.media/2023-08-11/lsbs-vodadeficitt/
https://kaztag.kz/ru/news/kyrgyzstan-obyasnyaet-prekrashchenie-podachi-polivnoy-vody-v-kazakhstan-remontom-na-vodokhranilishche
https://kaztag.kz/ru/news/kyrgyzstan-obyasnyaet-prekrashchenie-podachi-polivnoy-vody-v-kazakhstan-remontom-na-vodokhranilishche

31

Berndtsson, R., & Tussupova, K. (2020). The Future of Water Management in Central Asia.

Water, 12(8), 2241. https://doi.org/10.3390/w12082241

Bishkek «nedoumevaety iz-za vstrechi Nazarbaeva s Babanovym [Bishkek is “perplexed” about

the meeting between Nazarbayev and Babanov]. (2017, September 20).

—

Bolysbek, R. (2023, August 15). Zasuha v Zhambylskoi oblasti: problema mozhet kosnut'sia
neskol'kikh regionov Kazakhstana [Drought in the Zhambyl region: the problem may affect
several regions of Kazakhstan]. Orda.
https://orda.kz/zasuha-v-zhambylskoj-oblasti-problema-mozhet-kosnutsja-neskolkih-regio
nov-kazahstana/

Bukeeva, A. (2010, May 20). U Kyrgyzstana poiavilsia argument [Kyrgyzstan has gained an
argument]. Kursiv.

https://kz.kursiv.media/2010-05-20/u-kyreyzstana-povavilsya-arcument/

Bréthaut, C., Ezbakhe, F., McCracken, M., Wolf, A., & Dalton, J. (2022). Exploring discursive
hydropolitics: a conceptual framework and research agenda. International Journal of Water

Resources Development, 38(3). https://doi.org/10.1080/07900627.2021.1944845

CA Water Info. (n.d.). Vodokhranilishcha Kyrgyzstana. [Reservoirs of Kyrgyzstan].

http://www.cawater-info.net/bk/1-1-1-1-3-kg.htm

Chto govaril prezident Atambaev vo vremia poslednei press-konferentsii [What did President
Atambaev say during the last press conference]. (2017, November 20). Kaktus Media.

https://kaktus.media/doc/366354 chto govoril prezident atambaev vo vremia posledney

press_konferencii.html


https://doi.org/10.3390/w12082241
https://rus.azattyq.org/a/kyrgyzstan-nota-vstrecha-nazarbaeva-s-babanovym/28746284.html
https://rus.azattyq.org/a/kyrgyzstan-nota-vstrecha-nazarbaeva-s-babanovym/28746284.html
https://orda.kz/zasuha-v-zhambylskoj-oblasti-problema-mozhet-kosnutsja-neskolkih-regionov-kazahstana/
https://orda.kz/zasuha-v-zhambylskoj-oblasti-problema-mozhet-kosnutsja-neskolkih-regionov-kazahstana/
https://kz.kursiv.media/2010-05-20/u-kyrgyzstana-poyavilsya-argument/
https://doi.org/10.1080/07900627.2021.1944845
http://www.cawater-info.net/bk/1-1-1-1-3-kg.htm
https://kaktus.media/doc/366354_chto_govoril_prezident_atambaev_vo_vremia_posledney_press_konferencii.html
https://kaktus.media/doc/366354_chto_govoril_prezident_atambaev_vo_vremia_posledney_press_konferencii.html

32

Collective monograph. (2021). Zavtra bylo pozdno: Ekologicheskie riski Kazakhstana. Soz.
[Tomorrow was too late: Environmental risks of Kazakhstan].
https://drive.google.com/file/d/IFNbSR25sBwr2dCUQr-Yqq-KOUxxl 6u2/view

Comair, G. F., McKinney, D. C., Scoullos, M. J., Flinker, R. H., & Espinoza, G. E. (2013).
Transboundary cooperation in international basins: Clarification and experiences from the
Orontes river basin  agreement.  Environmental  Science &  Policy, 31.
doi:10.1016/j.envsci.2013.01.00

Cook, C., & Bakker, K. (2012). Water security: Debating an emerging paradigm. Global
Environmental Change, 22(1), 94-102. doi:10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2011.10.011

Dalbaeva, A. (2018, March 15). End the Weaponization of Water in Central Asia.

https://www.crisiseroup.org/europe-central-asia/central-asia/kazakhstan/end-weaponisation

-water-central-asia

De Stefano, L., Petersen-Perlman, J. D., Sproles, E. A., Eynard, J., & Wolf, A. T. (2017).
Assessment of transboundary river basins for potential hydro-political tensions. Global
Environmental Change, 45. doi:10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2017.04

Dharmaputra, R. (2018). Water Security as Shared Security Challenges? A Comparison of
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan Security Discourse towards the Aral Sea. Journal Global &
Strategies. 10.20473/jgs.9.1.2015.81-94.

Duishebaeva, K. (2013, June 24). Esengul Isakov: Zhiteli Talasskoy oblasti vystupayut protiv
obmena zemli s Kazakhstanom [Esengul Isakov: Residents of Talas region oppose land
exchange with Kazakhstan].

https://24 .kg/archive/ru/parlament/157312-vesengul-isakov-zhiteli-talasskoj-oblasti.html/



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FNb5R25sBwr2dCUQr-Yqq-K0Uxxl_6u2/view
https://www.crisisgroup.org/europe-central-asia/central-asia/kazakhstan/end-weaponisation-water-central-asia
https://www.crisisgroup.org/europe-central-asia/central-asia/kazakhstan/end-weaponisation-water-central-asia
https://24.kg/archive/ru/parlament/157312-yesengul-isakov-zhiteli-talasskoj-oblasti.html/

33

Ezbakhe, F. & Bréthaut, C. (2021, August 3). Hydropolitics remains politics, and here s why we
need discourse analysis. Global Water Forum.

https://www.globalwaterforum.org/2021/08/3 1 /hydropolitics-remains-politics-and-heres-w

hy-we-need-discourse-analysis/

Geneva Water Hub (2021). Bibliography: What is hydropolitics? Examining the meaning of an

evolving field.

https://www.genevawaterhub.org/resource/bibliography-what-hydropolitics-examining-me

aning-evolving-field

Glava gosudarstva poruchil  Pravitel'stvu  uregulirovat’  situatsiiu, voznikshuiu na
kazakhsko-kyrgyzskoi granitse [The head of state instructed the Government to resolve the
situation that has arisen on the Kazakh-Kyrgyz border]. (2023, August 26). Central

Communications Service. https://ortcom.kz/ru/novosti/1693024806

Glavy Pravitel'stv Kazakhstana i Kyrgyzstana obsudili situatsiyu vokrug vodokanala “Bystrotok”
[Heads of the Governments of Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan discussed the situation around
the “Bystrotok” water canal]. (2013, July 17). Official information resource Prime Minister
of the Republic of

Kazakhstan.https://primeminister.kz/ru/news/glavy-pravitelstv-kazahstana-i-kyrgyzstana-o

bsudili-situatsiju-vokrug-vodokanala-«bystrotok

Gruzdov, Y. (2013, July 18). Sosedi absolyutno pravy [Neighbors are absolutely right]. MSN.

https:/www.msn.kg/ru/news/40065/
Holzscheiter, A. (2013). Between Communicative Interaction and Structures of Signification:

Discourse Theory and Analysis in International Relations. [International Studies

Perspectives, 15(2). doi:10.1111/insp.12005


https://www.globalwaterforum.org/2021/08/31/hydropolitics-remains-politics-and-heres-why-we-need-discourse-analysis/
https://www.globalwaterforum.org/2021/08/31/hydropolitics-remains-politics-and-heres-why-we-need-discourse-analysis/
https://www.genevawaterhub.org/resource/bibliography-what-hydropolitics-examining-meaning-evolving-field
https://www.genevawaterhub.org/resource/bibliography-what-hydropolitics-examining-meaning-evolving-field
https://ortcom.kz/ru/novosti/1693024806
https://primeminister.kz/ru/news/glavy-pravitelstv-kazahstana-i-kyrgyzstana-obsudili-situatsiju-vokrug-vodokanala-%C2%ABbystrotok
https://primeminister.kz/ru/news/glavy-pravitelstv-kazahstana-i-kyrgyzstana-obsudili-situatsiju-vokrug-vodokanala-%C2%ABbystrotok
https://www.msn.kg/ru/news/40065/

34

Informatsiia k kommentariiam rukovoditelia Sluzhby vodnykh resursov Kyrgyzskoi Respubliki
[Information for comments from the head of the Water Resources Service of the Kyrgyz
Republic]. (2023, August 16). Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of the Republic
of Kazakhstan.

https://www.gov.kz/memleket/entities/ecogeo/press/news/details/603193?lang=ru

Kaktus Media.
https://kaktus.media/doc/484712_iz_orto_tokoyskogo vodohranilisha_slivaut_vody_v_kaz
ahstan_otvet minselhoza kr video.html

ltogovaia press-konferentsiia Almazbeka Atambaeva. Tekstovaia translatsiia [Final press
conference of Almazbek Atambaev. Text broadcast]. (2017, November 20). 24kg.

https://24.ko/vlast/68647 itogovaya press-konferentsiva almazbeka atambaeva tekstova

ya translyatsiya/

Iz Orto-Tokoiskogo vodokhranilishcha slivaiut vodu v Kazakhstan? Otvet Minsel'khoza KR
(video) [Is water being drained from the Orto-Tokoi Reservoir to Kazakhstan? Response
from the Ministry of Agriculture of the Kyrgyz Republic (video)]. (2023, August 3).

Iz-za nekhvatki polivnoi vody v shesti raionakh Kazakhstana ob'iavili rezhim ChS [Due to the
lack of irrigation water, a state of emergency was declared in six regions of Kazakhstan].
(2023, August 22). Kaktus Media.

https://kaktus.media/doc/485677 iz za nehvatki polivnhoy vody v shesti rayonah kazah

stana obiavili_rejim_chs.html
Isabekova, L. (2023, August 15). Ministr ekologii o prekrashchenii podachi vody iz Kyrgyzstana:
Ee prosto net, ischerpana [Minister of Ecology on stopping the water supply from

Kyrgyzstan:  There is  simply none, it is  exhausted]. Informburo.


https://www.gov.kz/memleket/entities/ecogeo/press/news/details/603193?lang=ru
https://kaktus.media/doc/484712_iz_orto_tokoyskogo_vodohranilisha_slivaut_vody_v_kazahstan_otvet_minselhoza_kr_video.html
https://kaktus.media/doc/484712_iz_orto_tokoyskogo_vodohranilisha_slivaut_vody_v_kazahstan_otvet_minselhoza_kr_video.html
https://24.kg/vlast/68647_itogovaya_press-konferentsiya_almazbeka_atambaeva_tekstovaya_translyatsiya/
https://24.kg/vlast/68647_itogovaya_press-konferentsiya_almazbeka_atambaeva_tekstovaya_translyatsiya/
https://kaktus.media/doc/485677_iz_za_nehvatki_polivnoy_vody_v_shesti_rayonah_kazahstana_obiavili_rejim_chs.html
https://kaktus.media/doc/485677_iz_za_nehvatki_polivnoy_vody_v_shesti_rayonah_kazahstana_obiavili_rejim_chs.html

35

https://informburo.kz/novosti/ministr-ekologii-o-prekrashhenii-podaci-vody-iz-kyrgyzstana

-eyo-prosto-net-iscerpana

Jalilova, A. (2023, August 25). Kyrgyzstan stroit neskol'’ko GES. Chto budet s vodoi v
Kazakhstane [Kyrgyzstan is building several hydroelectric power plants. What will happen
to the water in Kazakhstan]. Informburo.  https:/informburo.Kazakhstan

/stati/kyrevyzstan-stroit-neskolko-ges-cto-budet-s-vodoi-v-kazaxstane

Karatayev, M., Kapsalyamova, Z., Spankulova, L., Skakova, A., Movkebayeva, G., &
Kongyrbay, A. (2017). Priorities and challenges for a sustainable management of water
resources in Kazakhstan. Sustainability of Water Quality and Ecology, 9(10).
doi:10.1016/j.swaqe.2017.09.002

Kak raspredeliaetsia voda mezhdu Kyrgyzstanom i Kazakhstanom? Otvechaet Sluzhba vodnykh
resursov [How is water distributed between Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan? The Water
Resources Service responds]. (2023, August 16). Water Resources Service.

https://www.water.gov.kg/index.php?option=com k2&view=item&id=2206:kak-raspredel

&ltemid=1437&lang=ru

Kazakhstan gotov k sbrosu vody Kyrgyzstanom iz Kirovskogo vodokhranilishcha [Kazakhstan is
ready for the release of water by Kyrgyzstan from the Kirov reservoir]. (2017, October 18).
Tengri News.

https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan_news/kazahstan-gotov-sbrosu-vodyi-kyirgyizstanom-kiro

vskogo-328933/

Kosenov, A. (2010, May 19). Kirgiziia perekryla podachu polivnoi vody v Kazakhstan

[Kyrgyzstan has cut off the supply of irrigation water to Kazakhstan]. Tengri News.


https://informburo.kz/novosti/ministr-ekologii-o-prekrashhenii-podaci-vody-iz-kyrgyzstana-eyo-prosto-net-iscerpana
https://informburo.kz/novosti/ministr-ekologii-o-prekrashhenii-podaci-vody-iz-kyrgyzstana-eyo-prosto-net-iscerpana
https://informburo.kz/stati/kyrgyzstan-stroit-neskolko-ges-cto-budet-s-vodoi-v-kazaxstane
https://informburo.kz/stati/kyrgyzstan-stroit-neskolko-ges-cto-budet-s-vodoi-v-kazaxstane
https://www.water.gov.kg/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=2206:kak-raspredelyaetsya-voda-mezhdu-kyrgyzstanom-i-kazakhstanom-otvechaet-sluzhba-vodnykh-resursov&Itemid=1437&lang=ru
https://www.water.gov.kg/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=2206:kak-raspredelyaetsya-voda-mezhdu-kyrgyzstanom-i-kazakhstanom-otvechaet-sluzhba-vodnykh-resursov&Itemid=1437&lang=ru
https://www.water.gov.kg/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=2206:kak-raspredelyaetsya-voda-mezhdu-kyrgyzstanom-i-kazakhstanom-otvechaet-sluzhba-vodnykh-resursov&Itemid=1437&lang=ru
https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan_news/kazahstan-gotov-sbrosu-vodyi-kyirgyizstanom-kirovskogo-328933/
https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan_news/kazahstan-gotov-sbrosu-vodyi-kyirgyizstanom-kirovskogo-328933/

36

https://tengrinews.kz/news/kirgiziya-perekryila-podachu-polivnoy-vodyi-v-kazahstan-5098
6/

Kosenov, A. (2013, July 9). Ot pravitel'stva Kyrgyzstana potrebovali vernut’ otdannye
Kazakhstanu zemli [The government of Kyrgyzstan was demanded to return the lands
given to Kazakhstan]. Tengri News.
https://tengrinews.kz/sng/pravitelstva-kyirgyizstana-potrebovali-vernut-otdannyie-237645/

Kosenov, A. (2013, July 12). Pravitel'stvo Kyrgyzstana ne mozhet zastavit’ mestnykh zhiteliei
otkryt’ vodu v Kazakhstan [The government of Kyrgyzstan cannot force local residents to
open the water to Kazakhstan]. Tengri News.
https://tengrinews.kz/sng/pravitelstvo-kyirgyizstana-mojet-zastavit-mestnyih-jiteley-23784
6/

Kosenov, A. (2013, July 17). Podacha vody po transgranichnomu kanalu “Bystrotok”
vosstanovlena [Water supply through the transboundary canal “Bystrotok” has been

restored]. Tengri News.

https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan_news/podacha-vodyi-transgranichnomu-kanalu-byistroto

k-238125/
Kostenko, Y. (2017, October 19). Kyrgyzstan — Kazakhstan. Prosto dobav' vody [Kyrgyzstan —
Kazakhstan. Just add water]. 24kg.

https://24.kg/obschestvo/66131 kyirgyizstan kazahstan prosto dobav vodvi /

Kyrgyzskii akademik Ulan Chortombaev obratilsia k viastiam Kazakhstana na fone problem na
granitse [Kyrgyz academic Ulan Chortombaev addressed the authorities of Kazakhstan

amid border issues]. (2023, August 22). Kabar.


https://tengrinews.kz/news/kirgiziya-perekryila-podachu-polivnoy-vodyi-v-kazahstan-50986/
https://tengrinews.kz/news/kirgiziya-perekryila-podachu-polivnoy-vodyi-v-kazahstan-50986/
https://tengrinews.kz/sng/pravitelstva-kyirgyizstana-potrebovali-vernut-otdannyie-237645/
https://tengrinews.kz/sng/pravitelstvo-kyirgyizstana-mojet-zastavit-mestnyih-jiteley-237846/
https://tengrinews.kz/sng/pravitelstvo-kyirgyizstana-mojet-zastavit-mestnyih-jiteley-237846/
https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan_news/podacha-vodyi-transgranichnomu-kanalu-byistrotok-238125/
https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan_news/podacha-vodyi-transgranichnomu-kanalu-byistrotok-238125/
https://24.kg/obschestvo/66131_kyirgyizstan_kazahstan_prosto_dobav_vodyi_/

37

https://kabar.kg/news/kyrgyzskii-akademik-ulan-chortombaev-obratilsia-k-vlastiam-kazakh

stana-na-fone-problem-na-granitce/

Kyrgyzstan slivaet vodu Kazakhstanu? Glava Minsel'hoza prokommentiroval informatsiiu
[Kyrgyzstan is draining water to Kazakhstan? The head of the Ministry of Agriculture

commented on the information]. (2023, June 14). Kaktus Media.

https://kaktus.media/doc/482369 kyrgyzstan_slivaet_vody_kazahstany_glava_minselhoza

prokommentiroval_informaciu.html

Kraak, E. (2012). Diverging Discourses on the Syr Darya. Geography, Environment,
Sustainability, 5(2), 36-50.

https://doi.ore/https://doi.org/10.24057/2071-9388-2012-5-2-36-50

Lakhanuly. N. (2013, July 16). Dva intsidenta na kazakhsko-kyrgyzskoi granitse [Two incidents
on the Kazakh-Kyrgyz border]. Radio Azattyq.
https://rus.azattyg.org/a/kazakhstan-kyrgyzstan-border/25047929.html

Makanbay kyzy, G. (2023, August 16). Po vode pretenzii kazakhskoi storony k Kyrgyzstanu net
— Sluzhba vodnykh resursov [There are no water-related claims from the Kazakh side
against Kyrgyzstan — Water Resources Service]. 24kg.

https://24 .keg/vlast/273215 povode pretenziyv kazahskov storonvyi kkvyirgyizstanu net slu

jba_vodnyih_resursov_/

Mamashuly, A. (2017, October 18). Komitet MSKh: raboty na Kirovskom vodokhranilishche
soglasovany s Kazakhstanom [Committee of the Ministry of Agriculture: works on the
Kirov  reservoir are  coordinated  with  Kazakhstan]. @ Radio  Azzatyq.

https://rus.azattyg.org/a/28801812.html



https://kabar.kg/news/kyrgyzskii-akademik-ulan-chortombaev-obratilsia-k-vlastiam-kazakhstana-na-fone-problem-na-granitce/
https://kabar.kg/news/kyrgyzskii-akademik-ulan-chortombaev-obratilsia-k-vlastiam-kazakhstana-na-fone-problem-na-granitce/
https://kaktus.media/doc/482369_kyrgyzstan_slivaet_vody_kazahstany_glava_minselhoza_prokommentiroval_informaciu.html
https://kaktus.media/doc/482369_kyrgyzstan_slivaet_vody_kazahstany_glava_minselhoza_prokommentiroval_informaciu.html
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.24057/2071-9388-2012-5-2-36-50
https://rus.azattyq.org/a/kazakhstan-kyrgyzstan-border/25047929.html
https://24.kg/vlast/273215_povode_pretenziy_kazahskoy_storonyi_kkyirgyizstanu_net_slujba_vodnyih_resursov_/
https://24.kg/vlast/273215_povode_pretenziy_kazahskoy_storonyi_kkyirgyizstanu_net_slujba_vodnyih_resursov_/
https://rus.azattyq.org/a/28801812.html

38

Medetov, A., Bitemirov, K., Yessimkulov, S., Nakypov, B., & Sabyr, A. (2018). The legislative
and institutional framework for transboundary water resources management in Kazakhstan.
Journal of Legal, Ethical and Regulatory Issues, 21.
https://carececo.org/Rethinking%20Water%20in%20Central%20Asia.pdf

Ministry of Energy of the Republic of Kazakhstan. (2016). Natsionalnyy doklad o sostoyanii
okruzhayushchey sredy i ob ispolzovanii prirodnykh resursov. [National report on the state
of the environment and the use of natural resources].
https://newecodoklad.ecogosfond.Kazakhstan /2016/voda/

Mirumachi, N. (2020). Informal water diplomacy and power: A case of seeking water security in
the = Mekong  River basin.  Environmental  Science &  Policy, 114.
doi:10.1016/j.envsci.2020.07.021

Moskovka, 1. (2010, June 1). Roza Otunbaeva: “My ne perekryvali vodu. Eto bylo takoe...
remont. Avariinaia situatsiia tam byla, zaslonka...” (interv'iu) [Roza Otunbayeva: “We did
not stop the water. It was like... maintenance. There was an emergency situation, the
gate...” (interview)]. CenrtAsia. https://centrasia.org/newsA.php?st=1275339000

MSKh namereno snizit' zavisimost' iuzhnykh regionov Kazakhstana ot polivnoi vody Kyrgyzstana
[The Ministry of Agriculture intends to reduce the dependence of the southern regions of
Kazakhstan on irrigation water from Kyrgyzstan]. (2010, May 21). Online Zakon.

https://online.zakon.kz/Document/?doc 1d=30711828&pos=3:-52#pos=3:-52

Ministr Myrzakhmetov prokommentiroval zaiavleniia Kyrgyzstana [Minister Myrzakhmetov
commented on Kyrgyzstan's statements]. (2017, November 24). Tengri News.

https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan news/ministr-myirzahmetov-prokommentiroval-zayavlen

1ya-331782/


https://carececo.org/Rethinking%20Water%20in%20Central%20Asia.pdf
https://newecodoklad.ecogosfond.kz/2016/voda/
https://centrasia.org/newsA.php?st=1275339000
https://online.zakon.kz/Document/?doc_id=30711828&pos=3;-52#pos=3;-52
https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan_news/ministr-myirzahmetov-prokommentiroval-zayavleniya-331782/
https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan_news/ministr-myirzahmetov-prokommentiroval-zayavleniya-331782/

39

Niyazova, M. (2013, October 10). Tokon Mamytov: Dlya zhiteley Kok-Saya prigranichnyy
vopros — eto tol'ko povod pomitingovat’ [Tokon Mamytov: For the residents of Kok-Sai,
the border issue is just a reason to protest]. 24kg.

https://24.kg/archive/ru/community/162740-tokon-mamytov-dlya-zhitelej-kok-saya.html/

Nurullin, E. (2023, August 16). V Kazakhstane otsenili uscherb ot prekrashcheniia postavok
vody iz Kyrgyzstana [Kazakhstan has assessed the damage from the cessation of water
supplies from Kyrgyzstan]. Tengri News.

https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan_news/kazahstane-otsenili-uscherb-prekrascheniya-postav

ok-vodyi-507690/

O vodokhoziaistvennoi obstanovke v Zhambylskoi oblasti [On the water management situation in
the Zhambyl region]. (2023, August 11). Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of the
Republic of Kazakhstan.
https://www.gov.kz/memleket/entities/ecogeo/press/news/details/6008 12 ?lang=ru

O sbrose vody iz Kirovskogo vodokhranilishcha v Kyrgyzstane bylo izvestno letom - MSKh RK
[About the release of water from the Kirov reservoir in Kyrgyzstan, it was known in the
summer - Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Kazakhstan]. (2017, October 20).
Tengri News.
https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan_news/sbrose-vodyi-kirovskogo-vodohranilischa-kyirgyiz
stane-329100/

Osmonbetova D.K. (2021). Water resources and water supply of Kyrgyzstan.
Prirodoobustrojstvo. 10.26897/1997-6011-2021-2-117-124

Petr, K. (2023, August 16). Prekrashchenie podachi vody iz Kyrgyzstana: urozhai ne udalos’

sokhranit’ na 560 ga v Zhambylskoi oblasti [Cessation of water supply from Kyrgyzstan:


https://24.kg/archive/ru/community/162740-tokon-mamytov-dlya-zhitelej-kok-saya.html/
https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan_news/kazahstane-otsenili-uscherb-prekrascheniya-postavok-vodyi-507690/
https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan_news/kazahstane-otsenili-uscherb-prekrascheniya-postavok-vodyi-507690/
https://www.gov.kz/memleket/entities/ecogeo/press/news/details/600812?lang=ru
https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan_news/sbrose-vodyi-kirovskogo-vodohranilischa-kyirgyizstane-329100/
https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan_news/sbrose-vodyi-kirovskogo-vodohranilischa-kyirgyizstane-329100/

40

the harvest could not be saved on 560 hectares in the Zhambyl region]. Informburo.

https://informburo.kz/novosti/prekrashhenie-podaci-vody-iz-kyrgyzstana-urozai-ne-udalos-

soxranit-na-560-ga-v-zambylskoi-oblasti
Podacha vody iz Kyrgyzstana v Kazakhstan ne vozobnovilas' [Water supply from Kyrgyzstan to

Kazakhstan has not been resumed]. (2010, May 20). Online Zakon.

https://online.zakon.kz/Document/?doc 1d=30711599&pos=5:-118#pos=5:-118

Pohl, B., Kramer, A., Hull, W., Blumstein, S., Abdullaev, 1., Kazbekov, J., Reznikova, T.,
Strikeleva, E., Interwies, E., & Gorlitz, S. (2017). Rethinking Water in Central Asia: The
Costs of Inaction and Benefits of Water Cooperation. Bern: Swiss Agency for
Development and Cooperation.

Polozhenie o delenii stoka v r.Talas [Regulation on the Division of Flow in the Talas River],

January 31, 1983, http://www.cawater-info.net/bk/water_law/pdf/talas_runoff.pdf

Polozhenie o delenii stoka r.Chu [Regulation on the division of the flow of the Chu River].

February 24, 1983, http://www.cawater-info.net/bk/water_law/pdf/chu_runoft.pdf

Pochemu Kyrgyzstan prekratil podachu polivnoi vody v Kazakhstan? Razbiraemsia [Why did
Kyrgyzstan stop supplying irrigation water to Kazakhstan? Let's investigate]. (2023,
August 14). Kaktus Media.

https://kaktus.media/doc/485222 pochemy_kyrgyzstan prekratil podachy_polivnoy_vody

v kazahstan razbiraemsia.html

Podolskaya, D. (2017, October 18). Dobralis’ do vody. Kyrgyzstan nameren osushit’ Kirovskoye

vodokhranilishche [Reached the Water. Kyrgyzstan Intends to Drain the Kirov Reservoir].

24kg.


https://informburo.kz/novosti/prekrashhenie-podaci-vody-iz-kyrgyzstana-urozai-ne-udalos-soxranit-na-560-ga-v-zambylskoi-oblasti
https://informburo.kz/novosti/prekrashhenie-podaci-vody-iz-kyrgyzstana-urozai-ne-udalos-soxranit-na-560-ga-v-zambylskoi-oblasti
https://online.zakon.kz/Document/?doc_id=30711599&pos=5;-118#pos=5;-118
http://www.cawater-info.net/bk/water_law/pdf/talas_runoff.pdf
http://www.cawater-info.net/bk/water_law/pdf/chu_runoff.pdf
https://kaktus.media/doc/485222_pochemy_kyrgyzstan_prekratil_podachy_polivnoy_vody_v_kazahstan_razbiraemsia.html
https://kaktus.media/doc/485222_pochemy_kyrgyzstan_prekratil_podachy_polivnoy_vody_v_kazahstan_razbiraemsia.html

41

https://24 .kg/ekonomika/65988 dobralis_dovodyi_kyirgyizstan_nameren_osushit_kirovsk

oe vodohranilische/

Press-konferentsiia Atambaeva. O chem govaril prezident? [ Atambaev's press conference. What
did the president talk about?]. (2017, November 20). Radio Azzatyk.
https://rus.azattyk.org/a/28863622 html

Prodavat' ili “obmenivat'”? Ishchem otvet, kak Kyrgyzstanu reshit' problemy s defitsitom vody
[Sell or “trade”? Looking for an answer on how Kyrgyzstan can solve its water shortage
problems]. (2023, July 1). Kaktus Media.

https://kaktus.media/doc/482626 prodavat ili obmenivat ishem otvet kak kyroyzstany

reshit_problemy_s_deficitom vody.html

Respublika Kazakhstan i Kyrgyzskaia Respublika: opyt ispol'zovaniia vodnykh resursov
transgranichnykh rek Shu i Talas [Republic of Kazakhstan and Kyrgyz Republic:
Experience in Using Water Resources of the Transboundary Rivers Shu and Talas]. (n.d.).
UNECE.

https://unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/documents/2013/wat/NPD_meetings/Kazakhstan/pre

sentations/KZ 1SC Utegenov RU.pdf

Rickleton, C. (2023, August 26). Zatory na granitse i prekrashchenie podachi vody. 1z-za chego
obostrilis otnosheniia mezhdu Kazakhstanom i Kyrgyzstanom? [Traffic jams at the border
and the cessation of water supply. What caused the tensions between Kazakhstan and
Kyrgyzstan?]. Radio Azzatyq.

https://rus.azattyg.ore/a/kyreyz-kazakh-relations-strained-water-cutoff-border-traffic-jam/3

2564973 .html


https://24.kg/ekonomika/65988_dobralis_dovodyi_kyirgyizstan_nameren_osushit_kirovskoe_vodohranilische/
https://24.kg/ekonomika/65988_dobralis_dovodyi_kyirgyizstan_nameren_osushit_kirovskoe_vodohranilische/
https://rus.azattyk.org/a/28863622.html
https://kaktus.media/doc/482626_prodavat_ili_obmenivat_ishem_otvet_kak_kyrgyzstany_reshit_problemy_s_deficitom_vody.html
https://kaktus.media/doc/482626_prodavat_ili_obmenivat_ishem_otvet_kak_kyrgyzstany_reshit_problemy_s_deficitom_vody.html
https://unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/documents/2013/wat/NPD_meetings/Kazakhstan/presentations/KZ_1SC_Utegenov_RU.pdf
https://unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/documents/2013/wat/NPD_meetings/Kazakhstan/presentations/KZ_1SC_Utegenov_RU.pdf
https://rus.azattyq.org/a/kyrgyz-kazakh-relations-strained-water-cutoff-border-traffic-jam/32564973.html
https://rus.azattyq.org/a/kyrgyz-kazakh-relations-strained-water-cutoff-border-traffic-jam/32564973.html

42

RK perestroit “Bystrotok” v obkhod Kyrgyzstana [Kazakhstan to reconstruct “Bystrotok”
bypassing Kyrgyzstan]. (2013, August 24). Kapital.
https://kapital.kz/gosudarstvo/20008/rk-perestroit-bystrotok-v-obkhod-kyrgyzstana.html

Ryabtsev, A. D. (n.d.). Ugrozy vodnoi bezopasnosti v Respublike Kazakhstan v transgranichnom
kontekste i vozmozhnye puti ikh ustraneniia [Threats to water security in the Republic of
Kazakhstan in a transboundary context and possible ways to address them]. ICWC,
Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
http://mail.icwc-aral.uz/workshop_marchO8/pdf/ryabtsev_ru.pdf

Rysbekov, Y. K. (n.d.). Transgranichnye vodnye resursy TIsentralnoi Azii: Politicheskie i
pravovye aspekty beskonfliktnogo ispol’zovaniia [Transboundary water resources of
Central Asia: Political and legal aspects of conflict-free utilization]. ICWC.

Sarsenbayeva, G. B. (2005). Natsionalnoe vodnoe pravo Respubliki Kazakhstan i ego uvyazka s
mezhdunarodnym  vodnym  pravom.  Prioritety i  problemy.  Napravleniya

sovershenstvovaniya. [National water law of the Republic of Kazakhstan and its correlation
with international water law. Priorities and problems. Directions for improvement].

SROCHNO: 'V svyazi s perekrytiem transgranichnogo kanala posol'stvo Kazakhstana v
Kyrgyzstane sdelalo ofitsial'noe zayavienie [URGENT: Due to the closure of the
transboundary canal, the Embassy of Kazakhstan in Kyrgyzstan made an official

statement]. (2013, July 16). Kazinform.

stvo-kazahstana-v-kyreyzstane-sdelalo-oficial-noe-zayvavlenie a2574678

Stroitel'stvo v Zhambylskoy oblasti orositel'nogo kanala v obkhod Kyrgyzstana nachnetsya

osen'yu [Construction of an irrigation canal in Zhambyl region bypassing Kyrgyzstan will


https://kapital.kz/gosudarstvo/20008/rk-perestroit-bystrotok-v-obkhod-kyrgyzstana.html
http://mail.icwc-aral.uz/workshop_march08/pdf/ryabtsev_ru.pdf
https://www.inform.kz/ru/srochno-v-svyazi-s-perekrytiem-transgranichnogo-kanala-posol-stvo-kazahstana-v-kyrgyzstane-sdelalo-oficial-noe-zayavlenie_a2574678
https://www.inform.kz/ru/srochno-v-svyazi-s-perekrytiem-transgranichnogo-kanala-posol-stvo-kazahstana-v-kyrgyzstane-sdelalo-oficial-noe-zayavlenie_a2574678

43

start in autumn]. (2013, August 23). KazTAG.

https://kaztag.kz/ru/news/stroitelstvo-v-zhambylskoy-oblasti-orositelnogo-kanala-v-obkho

d-kyrgyzstana-nachnetsya-osenyu

Titova, A. & Tokoeva, A. (2021, August 6). Vse budet eshche khuzhe. Pochemu fermeram v
Kyrgyzstane ne khvataet polivnoi vody [It will only get worse. Why do farmers in
Kyrgyzstan lack irrigation water]. Vlast.

https://vlast.kz/story/46138-vse-budet-ese-huze.html

Tokayev, Kassym-Jomart (2023, September 1). President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev’s State of the
Nation Address “Economic course of a Just Kazakhstan” [Speech Transcript]. Official
website of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan. The Republic of Kazakhstan
Government.

https://www.akorda.kz/en/president-kassym-jomart-tokayevs-state-of-the-nation-address-e

conomic-course-of-a-just-kazakhstan-283243

Tologonov E.B. (2022, September 9). Vodnye resursy Kyrgyzskoy Respubliki v obektive NISI KR
[Water resources of the Kyrgyz Republic through the Ilens of NISI KR].

https://www.water.eov.kg/index.php?option=com k2&view=itemé&id=1720:vodnye-resurs

y-kyroyzskoij-respubliki-v-ob-ektive-nisi-kr&ltemid=1437&lang=ru

Turton, A. & Henwood, R. (2002). “Hydropolitics in the developing world: a southern African

perspective”. African Water Issues Research Unit (AWIRU).

Omanagement%20reconsidered%20WESTER.pdf



https://kaztag.kz/ru/news/stroitelstvo-v-zhambylskoy-oblasti-orositelnogo-kanala-v-obkhod-kyrgyzstana-nachnetsya-osenyu
https://kaztag.kz/ru/news/stroitelstvo-v-zhambylskoy-oblasti-orositelnogo-kanala-v-obkhod-kyrgyzstana-nachnetsya-osenyu
https://vlast.kz/story/46138-vse-budet-ese-huze.html
https://www.akorda.kz/en/president-kassym-jomart-tokayevs-state-of-the-nation-address-economic-course-of-a-just-kazakhstan-283243
https://www.akorda.kz/en/president-kassym-jomart-tokayevs-state-of-the-nation-address-economic-course-of-a-just-kazakhstan-283243
https://www.water.gov.kg/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=1720:vodnye-resursy-kyrgyzskoj-respubliki-v-ob-ektive-nisi-kr&Itemid=1437&lang=ru
https://www.water.gov.kg/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=1720:vodnye-resursy-kyrgyzskoj-respubliki-v-ob-ektive-nisi-kr&Itemid=1437&lang=ru
http://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/assessment/files/Synthesis/River%20Basins/River%20basin%20management%20reconsidered%20WESTER.pdf
http://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/assessment/files/Synthesis/River%20Basins/River%20basin%20management%20reconsidered%20WESTER.pdf

44

V' Kyrgyzstane perekryli vedushchii v Kazakhstan kanal [In Kyrgyzstan, they closed the main
canal leading to Kazakhstan]. (2013, July 9). Radio  Azattyq.
https://rus.azattyq.org/a/25041029.html

V Minsel'khoze Kyrgyzstana ob'iasnili, pochemu ostanovili podachu polivnoi vody v Kazakhstan
[The Ministry of Agriculture of Kyrgyzstan explained why they stopped supplying

irrigation  water to  Kazakhstan]. (2023, August 13). Kaktus Media.

https://kaktus.media/doc/485190_v_minselhoze kyrgyzstana obiasnili_pochemy_ostanovi

li_podachy_polivnoy_vody_v_kazahstan.html

V' Kazakhstane otsenili uscherb iz-za prekrashcheniia podachi polivnoi vody iz Kyrgyzstana
[Kazakhstan assessed the damage due to the cessation of irrigation water supply from
Kyrgyzstan]. (2023, August 17). Kaktus Media.

https://kaktus.media/doc/485380 v kazahstane ocenili ysherb iz za prekrasheniia poda

chi_polivnoy_vody_iz_kyrgyzstana.html

V Kazakhstane prigotovilis’ k rostu tsen na prodovol'stvie iz-za zasukhi [Kazakhstan prepared for
rising food prices due to the drought]. (2023, August 16). Kaktus Media.

https://kaktus.media/doc/485326 v kazahstane prigotovilis k rosty cen na prodovolstvi

e iz za zasyhi.html

V Kazakhstane zaiavili, chto Kyrgyzstan prekratil podachu polivnoi vody v Zhambylskuiu oblast’
[Kazakhstan announced that Kyrgyzstan has stopped supplying irrigation water to the
Zhambyl region]. (2023, August 12). Kaktus Media.

https://kaktus.media/doc/485157 v kazahstane zaiavili chto kvyrgyzstan prekratil podac

hy polivnoy vody v jambylskyu oblast.html



https://rus.azattyq.org/a/25041029.html
https://kaktus.media/doc/485190_v_minselhoze_kyrgyzstana_obiasnili_pochemy_ostanovili_podachy_polivnoy_vody_v_kazahstan.html
https://kaktus.media/doc/485190_v_minselhoze_kyrgyzstana_obiasnili_pochemy_ostanovili_podachy_polivnoy_vody_v_kazahstan.html
https://kaktus.media/doc/485380_v_kazahstane_ocenili_ysherb_iz_za_prekrasheniia_podachi_polivnoy_vody_iz_kyrgyzstana.html
https://kaktus.media/doc/485380_v_kazahstane_ocenili_ysherb_iz_za_prekrasheniia_podachi_polivnoy_vody_iz_kyrgyzstana.html
https://kaktus.media/doc/485326_v_kazahstane_prigotovilis_k_rosty_cen_na_prodovolstvie_iz_za_zasyhi.html
https://kaktus.media/doc/485326_v_kazahstane_prigotovilis_k_rosty_cen_na_prodovolstvie_iz_za_zasyhi.html
https://kaktus.media/doc/485157_v_kazahstane_zaiavili_chto_kyrgyzstan_prekratil_podachy_polivnoy_vody_v_jambylskyu_oblast.html
https://kaktus.media/doc/485157_v_kazahstane_zaiavili_chto_kyrgyzstan_prekratil_podachy_polivnoy_vody_v_jambylskyu_oblast.html

45

V MID Kyrgyzstana ob'iasnili vyskazyvaniia Atambaeva v otnoshenii Kazakhstana [The Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of Kyrgyzstan explained Atambayev's statements regarding
Kazakhstan]. (2017, February 21). Tengri News.
https://tengrinews.kz/sng/mid-kyirgyizstana-obyyasnili-vyiskazyivaniya-atambaeva-31270
6/

Vishnichenko, A. (2024, January 24). Zavisimost ot Kyrgyzstana, obmelenie: kak krestyane
Zhambylskoy oblasti ezhegodno teryayut wurozhay. [Dependence on Kyrgyzstan,

shallowing: how peasants of Zhambyl region lose their harvest every year]. Liter.

https://liter.Kazakhstan/zavisimost-ot-kyrgyzstana-obmelenie-kak-krestiane-zhambylskoi-o

blasti-ezhegodno-teriaiut-urozhai-1706072775/

Voda iz Kyrgyzstana ne podaietsia. Situatsiiu v Zhambylskoi oblasti nazvali kriticheskoi [Water
from Kyrgyzstan is not being supplied. The situation in the Zhambyl region has been called
critical]. (2023, August 11). Tengri News.

https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan news/voda-kyirgyizstana-ne-podaetsya-situatsivu-jambyi

Iskoy-507234/

Vybornova, G. (2013, August 27). Sosedei ne vybirayut. Ikh prosto obkhodyat [Neighbors are not
chosen. They are simply bypassed]. Time.
https://time.kz/articles/zloba/2013/08/27/sosedej-ne-vibirajut-ih-prosto-obhodjat

Tokaev poruchil uregulirovat situatsiiu na kazakhsko-kyrgyzskoi granitse [Tokaev instructed to
settle the situation at the Kazakh-Kyrgyz border]. (2023, August 26). Tengri News.

https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan news/tokaev-poruchil-uregulirovat-situatsivu-kazahsko-5

08683/


https://tengrinews.kz/sng/mid-kyirgyizstana-obyyasnili-vyiskazyivaniya-atambaeva-312706/
https://tengrinews.kz/sng/mid-kyirgyizstana-obyyasnili-vyiskazyivaniya-atambaeva-312706/
https://liter.kz/zavisimost-ot-kyrgyzstana-obmelenie-kak-krestiane-zhambylskoi-oblasti-ezhegodno-teriaiut-urozhai-1706072775/
https://liter.kz/zavisimost-ot-kyrgyzstana-obmelenie-kak-krestiane-zhambylskoi-oblasti-ezhegodno-teriaiut-urozhai-1706072775/
https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan_news/voda-kyirgyizstana-ne-podaetsya-situatsiyu-jambyilskoy-507234/
https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan_news/voda-kyirgyizstana-ne-podaetsya-situatsiyu-jambyilskoy-507234/
https://time.kz/articles/zloba/2013/08/27/sosedej-ne-vibirajut-ih-prosto-obhodjat
https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan_news/tokaev-poruchil-uregulirovat-situatsiyu-kazahsko-508683/
https://tengrinews.kz/kazakhstan_news/tokaev-poruchil-uregulirovat-situatsiyu-kazahsko-508683/

46

Tumenev, S.D. (2009). Vodnye resursy i vodoobespechennost territorii Kazakhstana. [Water
resources and water supply of the territory of Kazakhstan]. KazNTU
Ulitin, I. (2023, August 11). V sukhom ostatke nol': Kyrgyzstan perestal podavat' vodu v reku

Talas [Dry as a bone: Kyrgyzstan stopped supplying water to the Talas River]. Orda.

Utyupin, D. (2023, August 16). Zhambylskie vodniki pochistili kyrgyzskie kanaly i predotvratili
sotsial'nyi vzryv v iuzhnom Kazakhstane [Zhambyl water workers cleaned the Kyrgyz
canals and prevented a social explosion in southern Kazakhstan]. Orda.

https://orda.kz/zhambylskie-vodniki-pochistili-kyrgyzskie-kanaly-i-predotvratili-socialnyj-

vzryv-v-juzhnom-kazahstane/

Water Resources Service. (n.d.). Vodnye resursy i vodokhozyaystvennaia infrastruktura
Kyrgyzstana.  [Water resources and  water infrastructure of Kyrgyzstan].

https://www.water.gov.kg/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=228&Itemid=

1274&lang=ru

Water Resources Service. (2022, June 10). Obem vody v Toktogulskom vodokhranilishche na
segodnya sostavil 10 mlrd 919 min kubometrov. [The volume of water in the Toktogul
reservoir today amounted to 10 Dbillion 919 million cubic meters].

https://www.water.gov.kg/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=1434:0b-em-vody-v

-toktogulskom-vodokhranilishche-na-segodnya-sostavil-10-mlrd-919-mIn-kubometrové&lIte

mid=1437&lang=ru
Wegerich, K., Van Rooijen, D., Soliev, I., Mukhamedova, N. (2015). Water Security in the Syr

Darya Basin. Water, 7(9), 4657-4684. https://doi.org/10.3390/w7094657



https://orda.kz/v-suhom-ostatke-nol-kyrgyzstan-perestal-podavat-vodu-v-reku-talas/
https://orda.kz/zhambylskie-vodniki-pochistili-kyrgyzskie-kanaly-i-predotvratili-socialnyj-vzryv-v-juzhnom-kazahstane/
https://orda.kz/zhambylskie-vodniki-pochistili-kyrgyzskie-kanaly-i-predotvratili-socialnyj-vzryv-v-juzhnom-kazahstane/
https://www.water.gov.kg/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=228&Itemid=1274&lang=ru
https://www.water.gov.kg/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=228&Itemid=1274&lang=ru
https://www.water.gov.kg/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=1434:ob-em-vody-v-toktogulskom-vodokhranilishche-na-segodnya-sostavil-10-mlrd-919-mln-kubometrov&Itemid=1437&lang=ru
https://www.water.gov.kg/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=1434:ob-em-vody-v-toktogulskom-vodokhranilishche-na-segodnya-sostavil-10-mlrd-919-mln-kubometrov&Itemid=1437&lang=ru
https://www.water.gov.kg/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=1434:ob-em-vody-v-toktogulskom-vodokhranilishche-na-segodnya-sostavil-10-mlrd-919-mln-kubometrov&Itemid=1437&lang=ru
https://doi.org/10.3390/w7094657

47

Yampolskaya, Y. (2023, August 3). Kyrgyzstan shantazhiruet Kazakhstan vodoi, chtoby pomoch’
Rossii obkhodit’ sanktsii [Kyrgyzstan is blackmailing Kazakhstan with water to help
Russia bypass sanctions]. Orda.

https://orda.kz/kyrgyzstan-shantazhiruet-kazahstan-vodoj-chtoby-pomoch-rossii-obhodit-sa

nkcii/

Zakhirova, L. (2013). The International Politics of Water Security in Central Asia. Europe-Asia
Studies, 65(10). doi:10.1080/09668136.2013.848647.

Zhambylskim fermeram, postradavshim iz-za defitsita polivnoi vody, vozmestiat uscherb
[Zhambyl farmers affected by the irrigation water shortage will be compensated for the
damage]. (2023, August 17). Akimat of Zhambyl region.

https://www.gov.kz/memleket/entities/zhambyl/press/news/details/604283?lang=ru

Zhupankhan, A., Tussupova, K., & Berndtsson, R. (2017). Could Changing Power Relationships
Lead to Better Water Sharing in Central Asia? Water, 9(2). doi:10.3390/w9020139.

Zinzani, A., & Menga, F. (2017). The Circle of Hydro-Hegemony between riparian states,
development policies and borderlands: Evidence from the Talas waterscape

(Kyrgyzstan-Kazakhstan). Geoforum, 85. doi:10.1016/j.geoforum.2017.07.019


https://orda.kz/kyrgyzstan-shantazhiruet-kazahstan-vodoj-chtoby-pomoch-rossii-obhodit-sankcii/
https://orda.kz/kyrgyzstan-shantazhiruet-kazahstan-vodoj-chtoby-pomoch-rossii-obhodit-sankcii/
https://www.gov.kz/memleket/entities/zhambyl/press/news/details/604283?lang=ru

48

Appendix A

Map of water resources in Central Asia
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Appendix B

Map of Shu and Talas Rivers
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